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President Barack Obama is seen in the Roosevelt Room of the White House in Washington. Veto brinkmanship between congressional Republicans and President 
Barack Obama - virtually absent in his first six years in office -- is about to unleash itself on Washington. 

(AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin) 
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Survivors gather to remember Pearl Harbor attack 



A Navy sailor escorts Navy veteran and Pearl Harbor survivor John Chapman during a 
ceremony to mark the 73rd anniversary of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Sunday, Dec. 7, 
2014, at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. The attack launched the U.S. into World War II. 

(AP Photo/Jennifer Sinco Kelleher) 


JENNIFER SINCO KELLEHER 
Associated Press 
PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii 
(AP) — Veterans who sur¬ 
vived the Japanese at¬ 
tack on Pearl Harbor that 
launched the United States 
into World War II attended 
Sunday's 73rd anniversary 
ceremony with the help 
of canes, wheelchairs and 
motorized scooters. 
Wearing purple orchid lei, 
about 100 Pearl Harbor 
and World War II survivors 
attended the ceremony 
overlooking a memorial 
that sits atop the sunken 
battleship USS Arizona. 
Many of them arrived well 
before the sun came up. 
This year’s anniversary is 
the 10th consecutive one 
that USS Utah survivor Gil¬ 
bert Meyer has attended. 
But it's getting harder for 
Meyer, 91, to travel to Ha¬ 
waii from San Antonio, Tex¬ 
as. Asked if he planned to 
attend next year’s anniver¬ 
sary, he responded with a 
chuckle, “That's like asking 
me if I'll still be alive." 
Harold Johnson, 90, is mak¬ 


ing it a goal to attend the 
75th anniversary, even 
though traveling from Oak 
Harbor, Washington state, 
isn’t always easy. “I’ve got 
a little scooter that’s a real 
life saver,” the USS Oklaho¬ 
ma survivor said. 

Johnson had been aboard 
the Oklahoma for just six 
months on Dec. 7, 1941, 
looking forward to a day 
off and a “date with a lit¬ 
tle Hawaiian girl." He was 
shining his shoes when the 
first alarm went off, he re¬ 
called. 

“Three months later I ran 
into her in town in Hono¬ 
lulu,” he said of his date. 
“She was mad at me be¬ 
cause I stood her up.” 

For many of the roughly 
2,000 survivors who remain, 
there are also more painful 
memories. 

Keynote speaker Gen. Lori 
Robinson, commander of 
Pacific Air Forces, told the 
crowd of several thousand 
about four of the nine re¬ 
maining survivors of the USS 
Arizona. Don Stratton, 92, 
of Colorado Springs, Colo¬ 


rado, and Lauren Bruner, 
94, of La Mirada, Califor¬ 
nia, were two of six men 
who escaped the inferno 
that engulfed the forward 
half of the ship by nego¬ 
tiating a line, hand over 
hand, about 45 feet (13.5 


meters) in the air, despite 
burns to more than 60 per¬ 
cent of their bodies. John 
Anderson, 97, of Roswell, 
New Mexico, was ordered 
off the ship, but he didn’t 
want to leave behind his 
twin brother, Delbert. Even 


though he was forced into 
a small boat that took him 
to Ford Island, he com¬ 
mandeered an empty 
boat and returned to the 
Arizona to rescue three 
shipmates. But he never 
found his brother. □ 
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Obama, Congress prepare for veto showdowns 


CHARLES BABINGTON 
JIM KUHNHENN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Veto 
brinkmanship between 
congressional Republi¬ 
cans and President Barack 
Obama was virtually ab¬ 
sent in his first six years in 
office, but it's about to un¬ 
leash itself on Washington. 
Until now, controversial 
Republican-backed leg¬ 
islation rarely reached 
the president’s desk be¬ 
cause Senate Democrats 
blocked it. Starting in Janu¬ 
ary, however. Republicans 
will control both the House 
and Senate, and Obama 
may have to decide more 
often whether to sign or 
veto Republican-crafted 
bills. 

Obama gave lawmak¬ 
ers an early taste of veto 



Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., speaks in Columbia, S.C. Veto 
brinkmanship between congressional Republicans and Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama - virtually absent in his first six years in of¬ 
fice -- is about to unleash itself on Washington. Until now, contro¬ 
versial Republican-backed legislation rarely reached the presi¬ 
dent’s desk, because Senate Democrats blocked it. Starting in 
January, however. Republicans will control both the House and 
Senate, and Obama may often have to decide whether to sign 
or veto GOP-crafted bills. 

(AP Photo/Rainier Ehrhardt) 
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politics recently when he 
forced congressional lead¬ 
ers to drop a proposed 
package of tax breaks that 
were popular with many 
Republican constituents. 
Some Democrats did sup¬ 
port the plan, but liberals 
and the White House said 
it tilted too heavily toward 
corporations, not lower- 
income workers. 

The White House also has 
promised to veto any bills 
restricting the president’s 
major changes to immigra¬ 
tion policies, setting up like¬ 
ly showdowns early next 
year. 

Obama’s threats present 
the type of bind that Re¬ 
publicans may face re¬ 
peatedly in the next two 
years. 

They can agree to many 
or all of the changes he 
demands in legislation, or 
they can let him use his 
veto and hope Americans 
will blame him more than 
them. 

It’s a gamble, especially 
with critical spending bills 
Congress soon must ad¬ 
dress. Some Republicans 
want to amend these 
must-pass bills to thwart 
Obama’s bid to protect 
millions of immigrants, now 
in the country illegally, from 
deportafion. 

Assuming Obama keeps 
his veto promise, Repub¬ 
lican lawmakers would 
have to decide whether 
to drop their demands or 
let parts of fhe federal gov¬ 
ernment close for lack of 
money. Republican lead¬ 
ers say there will be no 
shutdowns, but they have 
yet to explain how they 
can force Obama to back 
off on immigration. 

The 2013 partial govern¬ 
ment shutdown occurred 
under similar partisan cir¬ 
cumstances. Polls show the 
public blamed congressio¬ 
nal Republicans more than 


the Democratic president. 
It's unclear how often 
Obama will face a veto 
decision. Even in the mi¬ 
nority, Democratic sena¬ 
tors can use the filibuster, 
the name for unlimited de¬ 
bate, to block a final vote 
on many measures that 
break strictly along party 
lines. 

But some proposals, such 
as building the Keystone XL 
pipeline from Canada to 
the Gulf Coast, enjoy sig¬ 
nificant bipartisan support. 
They might attract enough 
Democratic backing to 
reach the 60 Senate votes 
needed to overcome a fili¬ 
buster and send the mea¬ 
sure to Obama. 

White House senior adviser 
Dan Pfeiffer said if Con¬ 
gress assembles legislation 
that Obama opposes, the 
White House will threaten 
vetoes and “if Congress 
decides to pass them any¬ 
way, then we’ll veto them.” 
“We’re not going to go out 
looking for them, but we're 
not going to run from them 
either," he said. 

Should Obama veto a pro¬ 
posal such as the Keystone 
project, the question would 
be whether two-thirds of 
the Senate and two-thirds 
of the House would vote to 
defy him. That's the consti¬ 
tutional threshold for over¬ 
riding a veto. 

It will be critical for Re¬ 
publicans to put together 
veto-proof majorifies in 
fhe House and Senate. 
Because any bill would re¬ 
quire 60 Senate votes to 
overcome filibusters, the 
Senate vote would always 
be bipartisan and closer 
to the two-thirds majority 
needed to override a veto. 
But the House would be 
harder, giving House Dem¬ 
ocratic leader Nancy Pe- 
losi of California greater 
sway in the end over the 
outcome of legislation.^ 
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House Intelligence chief: 
Reports will spur attacks 



House Speaker John Boehner wraps up a news conference on Capitol Hill in Washington, follow¬ 
ing a House GOP caucus meeting. Republicans retained control of two seats in runoffs in Loui¬ 
siana Saturday, Dec. 6, 2014, and now have at least 246 seats in the House, matching the post- 
World War II high during the Truman administration. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 

House Republicans match post-WW II high 


KEN DILANIAN 
AP Intelligence Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — For¬ 
eign governments and U.S. 
intelligence agencies are 
predicting that the release 
of a Senate report examin¬ 
ing the use of torture by the 
CIA will cause “violence 
and deaths” abroad, the 
chairman of the House In¬ 
telligence Committee said 
Sunday. 

Republican Rep. Mike Rog¬ 
ers is regularly briefed on 
intelligence assessments. 
He told CNN’s “State of the 
Union” that U.S. intelligence 
agencies and foreign gov¬ 
ernments have said private¬ 
ly that the release of the re¬ 
port on CIA interrogations a 
decade ago will be used by 
extremists to incite violence 
that is likely to cost lives. The 
480-page report, a summa¬ 
ry of a still-classified 6,000- 
page study, is expected to 
be made public next week. 
A U.S. intelligence official, 
who was not authorized 
to be quoted discussing 
classified intelligence as¬ 
sessments, said Congress 
had been warned “of the 
heightened potential that 
the release could stimulate 
a violent response.” 

On Friday, Secretary of State 
John Kerry urged the sena¬ 
tor in charge of the report 
to consider the timing of 
the release, though Obama 
administration officials say 
they still support making it 
public. Democratic Sen. 
Dianne Feinstein, chair¬ 
woman of the Senate Intel¬ 


ligence Committee, has not 
responded to reports of the 
Kerry call, though she told 
the Los Angeles Times in a 
story published Sunday that 
“We have to get this report 
out." 

A congressional aide noted 
that the White House has 
led negotiations to declas¬ 
sify the report since April, 
and that both the president 
and his director of national 
intelligence have endorsed 
its release. The government 
has taken steps to beef up 
security at American posts 
around the world, said the 
aide, who was not autho¬ 
rized to be quoted by name 
and spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

The report amounts to the 
first public accounting of 
the CIA's use of torture on 
al-Qaida detainees held 
in secret facilities in Europe 
and Asia in the years after 
the terrorist attacks of Sept. 
11, 2001. U.S. officials who 
have read it say it includes 
disturbing new details about 
the CIA's use of such tech¬ 
niques as sleep depriva¬ 
tion, confinement in small 
spaces, humiliation and the 
simulated drowning process 
known as waterboarding. 
President Barack Obama 
has acknowledged, “We 
tortured some folks." The 
report also says the torture 
failed to produce life-saving 
intelligence, a conclusion 
disputed by current and 
former intelligence officials, 
including CIA director John 
Brennan. □ 


DONNA CASSATA 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Re¬ 
publicans will hold at least 
246 seats in the House of 
Representatives in Janu¬ 
ary, a commanding major¬ 
ity that matched the post- 
World War II high of the Tru¬ 
man administration. 
Republicans will expand 
their current 234-201 advan¬ 
tage by a dozen seats in 
the next Congress, with one 
race still undecided. On Sat¬ 
urday, the party kept control 
of two Louisiana seats in run¬ 
off elections. 

Republicans will run the 
Senate, too. That means 
the party will control both 


chambers of Congress for 
the final two years of Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama’s sec¬ 
ond term. 

The latest count gives the 
Republicans a 246-188 ma¬ 
jority. One race, in Arizona, is 
still outstanding. 

In a Democratic-held district 
in the Tucson, Arizona-area, 
an automatic recount will 
determine whether Rep. 
Ron Barber keeps his seat or 
Republican challenger Mar¬ 
tha McSally prevails. McSally 
led by fewer than 200 votes. 
If McSally wins, Republicans 
would have 247 seats, the 
largest majority since 1929- 
31 when the party con¬ 
trolled 270 seats in President 


Herbert Hoover’s administra¬ 
tion. In the midterm elec¬ 
tion rout, House Republicans 
prevailed in Democratic ter¬ 
ritory, netting 12 seats and 
winning in New York, Illinois, 
Maine, New Hampshire and 
Iowa. Republican challeng¬ 
ers knocked out long-term 
Democratic incumbents in 
Georgia and West Virginia, 
seats that the party now 
could hold for generations 
as it maintains its hold on the 
South. 

Democrats had held out 
hope of minimizing their 
losses despite Obama’s low 
popularity and historic losses 
for the party occupying the 
White House.Q 
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Passage of time makes proving Cosby claims tough 



In this November, 2013 photo, comedian Bill Cosby performs at the Stand Up for Heroes event 
at Madison Square Garden in New York. Legal experts say any case centering on decades-old 
sexual assault allegations against Cosby would face hurdles. 

(John Minchillo/Invision/AP) 


anthony McCartney 

AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Any 

case against Bill Cosby — 
who in recent weeks has 
seen a flurry of decades-old 
sexual assault allegations, 
a lawsuit and a police in¬ 
vestigation into a molesta¬ 
tion claim — would rely on 
conflicting testimony, and 
possibly jurors’ emotions, le¬ 
gal experts say. 

In a civil trial, Cosby might 


SAGINAW, Michigan (AP) 

— The 89-year-old grand¬ 
mother of a Michigan man 
charged with attempted 
murder in the stabbings 
of three other passengers 
and a conductor aboard 
an Amtrak passenger train 
says he needs psychologi- 


have to face testimony 
from any of the more than 
15 women who have ac¬ 
cused him of various forms 
of sexual misconduct dat¬ 
ing back at least 40 years, 
said Cynthia Bowman, a 
Cornell Law School profes¬ 
sor who has specialized in 
how the law treats wom¬ 
en. While any case dating 
back decades would hinge 
on memories that have 
faded with time. Bowman 


cal help. 

Ethel Williams told The As¬ 
sociated Press during a 
phone interview Sunday 
that her grandson Michael 
Williams was never the 
same after military service. 
She says the 44-year-old 
Saginaw man once told 


said she’s listened to some 
of Cosby’s accusers speak 
out — and they could be 
credible witnesses. 

“A lot of these cases hinge 
on he-said, she-said, any¬ 
way,” Bowman said. 

“It strikes me that memory 
for a traumatic event like 
this seems to be pretty 
stark,” Bowman said. Most 
of these allegations in¬ 
volved “relatively young 
and impressionable girls,” 


her “it seemed like every¬ 
where he goes people was 
following him.” 

The stabbings occurred 
Friday night as the Chica- 
go-to-Port Huron train was 
stopped in Niles in south¬ 
western Michigan, about 
10 miles (16 kilometers) 


she said. “There’s an ele¬ 
ment of shock and be¬ 
trayal of trust.” Since the 
allegations of sexual as¬ 
sault by the comedian 
and actor bubbled to the 
surface again in early No¬ 
vember, only one woman, 
Judy Huth, has sued, claim¬ 
ing Cosby molested her 40 
years ago when she was 
15. Huth also gave a state¬ 
ment to Los Angeles police, 
who opened an investiga¬ 
tion Friday. Los Angeles Po¬ 
lice Chief Charlie Beck also 
said his department would 
investigate any allegations 
against Cosby, regardless 
of whether a prosecution 
would be barred by the 
statute of limitations. 
Cosby, 77, has never been 
charged with a crime 
and settled the only other 
sexual assault case filed 
against him. In that case 
filed by former Temple Uni¬ 
versity worker Andrea Con- 
stand in 2005, numerous 
women were prepared 
to testify against Cosby 
with their own stories of al¬ 
leged abuse. The most re¬ 
cent round of accusations 
range from claims of being 
groped to being drugged 
and raped. 

Cosby is the latest enter¬ 
tainment figure to contend 
with high-profile litigation 
accusing him of sexual 


north of South Bend, Indi¬ 
ana. Niles police said Sun¬ 
day that the victims remain 
in stable condition. 
Pentagon spokesman Lt. 
Colonel Jeff Pool was not 
able Sunday to verify if 
Williams had served in the 
military .□ 


abuse. Oscar-nominated 
actor John Travolta and 
“X-Men” franchise direc¬ 
tor Bryan Singer have been 
sued by men accusing 
them of sexual miscon¬ 
duct, although the cases 
were dismissed before ever 
reaching trial. The wife of 
“7th Heaven” actor Ste¬ 
phen Collins has accused 
him in divorce proceed¬ 
ings of abusing underage 
girls, although the actor 
has never been charged. 
Some of the cases were 
dismissed after attorney 
Marty Singer — who also 
represents Cosby — dem¬ 
onstrated the accusers 
made inconsistent or inac¬ 
curate statements in their 
complaints. Singer has re¬ 
leased statements on a 
handful of the accusations 
against Cosby denying the 
claims; in a legal filing in re¬ 
sponse to Huth’s lawsuit, he 
accused Huth of attempt¬ 
ing to extort $250,000 from 
Cosby in return for her si¬ 
lence and unsuccessfully 
trying to sell her story about 
the allegations to a tabloid 
a decade ago. 

Huth's sexual battery law¬ 
suit accuses Cosby of forc¬ 
ing her to perform a sex 
act on him in a bedroom 
of the Playboy Mansion 
around 1974. It remains un¬ 
certain whether her case 
will survive, and attorney 
Gloria Allred, who repre¬ 
sents Huth, declined to an¬ 
swer questions about it on 
Friday. Huth or any accuser 
whose case reached the 
trial stage could be seen 
favorably by a jury, said 
Jerry Reisman, a civil liti¬ 
gation attorney in Garden 
City, New York, who has 
handled sex abuse cases. 
□ 


Family: Stabbing suspect needs mental help 
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Madoff workers in epic fraud face sentencing 


LARRY NEUMEISTER 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Impris¬ 
oned financier Bernard 
Madoff’s former direcfor of 
operations for investments 
faces sentencing Monday, 
the first of five Madoff ex¬ 
employees to learn their 
fate in coming days after a 
jury convicted them earlier 
this year of charges related 


to the multi-decade, multi¬ 
billion dollar fraud. 

Federal sentencing guide¬ 
lines for several Madoff 
defendants call for prison 
terms even longer than the 
150 years Madoff received, 
but even prosecutors ac¬ 
knowledged that was not 
necessary while still urging 
“a severe sanction, pro¬ 
portionate to their roles in 
this historic fraud.” 

The government seeks 
prison terms of more than 
a decade for each, saying 
they are the most culpable 
besides Madoff himself for 
a fraud that cost thousands 
of investors nearly $20 bil¬ 
lion when it was revealed 
with Madoff's December 
2008 arrest. 

Their crimes involved on¬ 
going and systematic de¬ 
ception; for years, they re¬ 
peatedly lied to investors, 
regulators, auditors, and 
banks,” the government 
said in court papers. “The 
defendants — all of them 
— falsified literally millions 
of pages of documents 
and engaged in a series of 
almost comic efforts to fur¬ 
ther the fraud. 

“Ordinary people and so¬ 
phisticated investors alike 
relied on documents cre¬ 
ated by the defendants 


— all of them — in making 
important life decisions. 
Some people retired be¬ 
cause they thought their 
money was safe. Oth¬ 
ers bought a home. All of 
them lost everything. Char¬ 
ities collapsed. University 
endowments shrank over¬ 
night. Pension plans ... lost 
millions upon millions. Any 
one of these five defen¬ 


dants could have stopped 
it decades ago. Instead, 
they chose to personally 
profit,” it said. 

Defense attorneys are re¬ 
questing leniency, with 
some saying incarceration 
is unnecessary. 

After Daniel Bonventre, 
67, hears his sentence, the 
following days will bring 
Madoff’s former secre¬ 
tary, Annette Bongiorno, 
66, computer program¬ 
mers Jerome O’Hara, 51, 
and George Perez, 48, and 
account manager JoAnn 
Crupi, 53, before U.S. Dis¬ 
trict Judge Laura Taylor 
Swain. The government has 
asked that they be imme¬ 
diately incarcerated while 
defense lawyers have re¬ 
quested they be freed on 
bail pending appeal. 
Prosecutors say all five de¬ 
serve stiffer sentences than 
Madoff's brother, Peter, 
who received a maximum 
10-year sentence after 
the one-time compliance 
director for Madoff's firm 
pleaded guilty to charg¬ 
es. They said Bonventre 
and Bongiorno were the 
most culpable of the five 
because of their “40-year 
involvement at the very 
heart of the fraud.” They 
said Crupi, who joined lat¬ 


er but “took on an active 
and ambitious role,” was 
next while the computer 
programmers were slightly 
less culpable than Crupi. 
Prosecutors recommend 
Bonventre receive signifi¬ 
cantly more than the 20 
years suggested by the 
Probation Department, 
saying he had lied to the 
Internal Revenue Service, 
the Securities and Ex¬ 
change Commission, the 
jury and the judge. 
“Bonventre’s hubris and 
lack of remorse is simply 
staggering," prosecutors 
wrote in court papers. 

In court papers, lawyers for 
Bonventre noted that their 
client turns 68 this month 
and that a sentence of 
any length would amount 
to a life term. Like defense 
lawyers for the others, they 
portrayed their client as 


a victim of a controlling 
and evil man. They rec¬ 
ommended Bonventre re¬ 
ceive home confinement, 
community service or a 
short term of incarceration. 
“Most of us would like to 
believe that when con¬ 
fronted with Mr. Bonven- 
tre's situation, we would 
have had the fortitude, 
integrity or ability to stand 
up to Mr. Madoff, would 
have seen through his ma¬ 
nipulations, and disassoci¬ 
ated ourselves from the 
only real job we had ever 
known. Perhaps some of us 
would have been success¬ 
ful in doing so. Others not 
as much,” they wrote. 

They added that even le¬ 
niency “will not remove 
the millstone that Mr. Bon¬ 
ventre is doomed to carry 
around his neck to the 
grave.”□ 
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Daniel Bonventre, right, a former employee of Bernard Madoff, 
arrives before appearing in federal court in New York. Bon¬ 
ventre, the first of five ex-employees of imprisoned Ponzi king 
Bernard Madoff is scheduled to be sentenced Monday, Dec. 8, 
2014 after a New York jury convicted them earlier this year. 

(AP Photo/Craig Ruttle) 
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Book now! www.redsailaruba.com or by phone: (+297) 586-1603 


American Living: 

For US unemployed, job market hits a turning point 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Look 
past the booming Novem¬ 
ber job gain of 321,000 re¬ 
ported Friday — the best 
figure in three years in the 
strongest year for U.S. hiring 
since 1999. 

The job market has reached 
a new milestone on its road 
to full health: For the first 
time since the Great Reces¬ 
sion ended 514 years ago, 
America’s unemployed are 
now as likely to be hired as 
to stop looking for a job. 

It means that employ¬ 
ers have grown confident 
enough to fill more job va¬ 
cancies. And it means the 
unemployed are now less 
likely to succumb to frustra¬ 
tion. 

The hiring surge owes much 
to solid consumer spend¬ 
ing — on items like cars, 
electronics and restaurant 
meals. That, in turn, has giv¬ 
en businesses the means 
to step up investment in 
machinery, computers 
and facilities. Thanks to 
such spending, the econ¬ 
omy grew at a 4.3 percent 
annual pace from April 
through September — the 
healthiest six-month spurt 
since 2003. Employers have 
responded by adding a 
robust average of 241,000 
jobs a month this year. 

For each month, the gov¬ 
ernment estimates the pro¬ 
portion of the unemployed 
who found work and the 
proportion who stopped 
looking. In November, 23 
percent of people who 
were out of work the pre¬ 
vious month found jobs, 
and the same percentage 
gave up looking. (The fig¬ 
ures are three-month aver¬ 
ages, intended to smooth 
out volatility.) 

That was the highest per¬ 
centage of the unem¬ 


ployed to find work in any 
month since the recession 
officially ended in June 
2009. A year ago, fewer 
than 19 percent of the un¬ 
employed were finding 


jobs. 

The increase marks the first 
such sustained improve¬ 
ment since the recession 
ended. This year’s acceler¬ 
ation in hiring has been po¬ 
tent enough to finally soak 
up a significant proportion 
of the jobless. During the 
first four years of the recov¬ 
ery, businesses had hired 
at a rate that was merely 
enough to keep up with 
population growth. 

The brightening picture has 
been a relief for people 
like Kersten Higgins, who 
had begun job hunting in 
July after graduating from 
law school. She didn’t get 


a single interview until No¬ 
vember, when she got four. 
Two of the interviews pro¬ 
duced offers. She’s ac¬ 
cepted a position at Mu¬ 
tual of Omaha, where she 


will help ensure that its in¬ 
surance policies comply 
with federal rules. Higgins, 
26, who lives in Omaha, Ne¬ 
braska, starts Monday. 

“I feel great,” Higgins said. 
“This definitely fits into the 
category of jobs I hoped 
to get coming out of law 
school.” 

At the same time, the gov¬ 
ernment's jobs figures illus¬ 
trate how much improve¬ 
ment is still needed. Be¬ 
fore the recession began 
in 2007, the unemployed 
were more likely to find 
work than to stop looking 
in every month dating to 
when record-keeping be¬ 


gan in 1990. Since the re¬ 
cession ended, that's been 
true for only three months 
out of 65. 

One sour note amid the 
improving outlook for the 


(AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee) 

unemployed: The jobless 
are likelier now than before 
the recession to land only 
part-time work. Though the 
economy has regained all 
the jobs lost to the reces¬ 
sion, there are still nearly 2 
million fewer people with 
full-time work. 

In other cases, the jobs the 
formerly unemployed have 
now pay less than those 
they had before. 

One reason the unemploy¬ 
ment rate declined early in 
the recovery was that hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of peo¬ 
ple grew frustrated with 
their job hunts and stopped 
looking. Once people stop 


looking for a job, they're no 
longer counted as unem¬ 
ployed. At that point, the 
unemployment rate can 
fall even if hiring is weak. But 
now, the number of such 
dropouts has plateaued. 
The figures that show the 
unemployed are now as 
likely to get a job as to stop 
seeking one mean that 
fewer will end up jobless 
for prolonged periods. Re¬ 
search has shown that the 
longer people are unem¬ 
ployed, the more reluctant 
employers are to hire them. 
“This is one of the most 
important indicators, be¬ 
cause if this rate doesn’t 
pick up, then long-term un¬ 
employment persists,” said 
Aysegul Sahin, vice presi¬ 
dent for research at the 
Federal Reserve Bank of 
New York. 

Companies are advertis¬ 
ing the most jobs in nearly 
14 years. And more Ameri¬ 
cans are quitting their jobs 
for better opportunities. 
That provides openings 
for others. Employers hired 
just over 5 million people 
in September, the most in 
nearly seven years. That 
figure reflects total hiring. 
By contrast, November's 
321,000 job gain is a net fig¬ 
ure: Total hiring minus lay¬ 
offs, quits and retirements. 
Early in the recovery, each 
month’s net job gain was 
driven more by fewer lay¬ 
offs than by more hiring. 
That helped explain why 
the unemployed had such 
trouble finding work. 
Landing a job remains 
much easier for those who 
have been unemployed 
only briefly. For those out of 
work for six months or less, 
31 percent found jobs in 
October. For those unem¬ 
ployed for more than six 
months, the rate was just 14 
percentO 



Job seekers fill out forms before being interviewed during a job fair at Fontainebleau Miami Beach 
in Miami Beach, Fla. The recovery of the U.S. job market has reached a new milestone on its road 
to full health: For the first time since the Great Recession ended 5 Y 2 years ago, America's unem¬ 
ployed are now as likely to be hired as to stop looking for a job. 
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Syria says Israeli airstrikes hit near Damascus 


ALBERT AJI 
RYAN LUCAS 
Associated Press 
DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) — 

Israeli warplanes bombed 
two areas near Damascus 
on Sunday, striking near the 
city’s international airport 
as well as outside a town 
close to the Lebanese bor¬ 
der, the Syrian military said. 
Since Syria’s conflict began 
in March 2011, Israel has 
carried out several airstrikes 
in Syria that have targeted 
sophisticated weapons 
systems, including Russian- 
made anti-aircraft missiles 
and Iranian-made missiles, 
believed to be destined for 
Israel's arch foe - the Leb¬ 
anese Hezbollah militant 
group. 

Israel has never confirmed 
the strikes, and on Sunday 
the Israeli military said it 
does not comment on "for¬ 
eign reports.” 

The Syrian armed forces' 
general command said 
Sunday's "flagrant attack” 
caused material damage, 
but did not provide any de¬ 
tails on what was hit near 
the airport or in the town of 
Dimas, which is northwest of 
Damascus along the main 


highway from fhe capifal to 
the Lebanese frontier. 

"This aggression demon¬ 
strates Israel's direct in¬ 
volvement in supporting 
terrorism in Syria along 
with well-known regional 
and Western countries to 
raise the morale of terror¬ 
ist groups, mainly the Nusra 
Front,” the military said in a 
statement carried by SANA. 
There is no evidence that 
Israel has provided any 
support to the Nusra Front, 
which is al-Qaida’s affiliate 
in Syria. 

The director of the Syr¬ 
ian Observatory for Human 
Rights, Rami Abdurrahman, 
said the strike near the Da¬ 
mascus international air¬ 
port targeted a depot for 
newly arrived weapons at 
a military facility that is part 
of the airport. 

The strikes near Dimas, he 
said, went after weapons 
depots in hangars in and 
around a small air base. 
It was not clear whether 
those weapons were for 
the Syrian government or 
for Hezbollah. He had no 
word on casualties. 

The Britain-based Obser¬ 
vatory monitors Syria’s civil 


Yemen says US-led raid 
killed 10 Qaida fighters 


AHMED AL-HAJ 
Associated Press 
SANAA, Yemen (AP) — A 

high-risk, U.S.-led raid at¬ 
tempting to rescue hos¬ 
tages in Yemen a day 
earlier killed 10 al-Qaida 
militants, Yemeni security 
officials said Sunday. 

The captives — Ameri¬ 
can photojournalist Luke 
Somers and South African 
teacher Pierre Korkie — 
died of wounds sustained 
during the raid. 

The officials spoke on con¬ 
dition of anonymity be¬ 
cause they were not au¬ 
thorized to brief reporters. 
About 40 American spe¬ 
cial operations forces were 
involved in the rescue at¬ 
tempt, which followed U.S. 
drone strikes in the area, 
U.S. officials said. 

Following a firefight with 
militants, the rescuers 
eventually reached the 
men and found them alive 
but gravely wounded. 


They both died shortly af¬ 
ter. 

On Thursday, al-Qaida re¬ 
leased a video showing 
Somers and threatening 
to kill him in three days if 
the U.S. did not meet the 
group’s unspecified de¬ 
mands. 

In South Africa, Korkie’s 
body is expected to arrive 
from Yemen on Monday, 
according to a govern¬ 
ment statement issued 
Sunday. 

“The South African gov¬ 
ernment sends deepest 
condolences to the fam¬ 
ily and friends of Mr. Korkie 
for their loss. Condolences 
are also conveyed to the 
family and loved ones of 
the deceased American 
hostage,” said the govern¬ 
ment statement. 

Korkie’s widow, Yolande, 
and their two children 
have gone to a secluded 
place to grieve, said family 
friend Daan Nortier. □ 



This photo shows a general view of damaged buildings wrecked by an Israeli airstrike, in Da¬ 
mascus, Syria. Israeli warplanes carried out two airstrikes Sunday near Damascus, one near the 
city's international airport and a second outside a town close to the Lebanese border, Syria's 
state news agency said. (AP Photo/SANA) 


war through a network of 
activists on the ground. 
While Israel has tried to stay 
out of the war in neighbor¬ 
ing Syria, Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu has 
repeatedly threatened to 
take military action to pre¬ 
vent Syria from transferring 
sophisticated weapons to 
its ally Hezbollah. Israel and 
Hezbollah are bitter ene¬ 


mies and fought an intense 
monthlong war in 2006. 

In May 2013, a series of Is¬ 
raeli airstrikes near Damas¬ 
cus targeted what Israeli of¬ 
ficials said were shipments 
of Iranian-made Fateh-110 
missiles bound for Hezbol¬ 
lah. 

In eastern Syria on Sunday, 
Syrian warplanes carried 
out at least 11 airstrikes of 


their own against Islamic 
State militants attacking a 
key military air base, activ¬ 
ists said. 

The Islamic State group 
launched its assault on the 
sprawling air field just out¬ 
side of the city of Deir el- 
Zour last week, touching 
off fighting that activists say 
has killed more than 150 
people on both sides.Q 
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C. SHERMAN 
E. CASTILLO 
Associated Press 
EL PERICON, Mexico (AP) 

— A steady stream of 
neighbors, friends and 
classmates stepped into 
the half-light of Ezequiel 
Mora’s two-room adobe 
home Sunday to offer their 
condolences for the death 
of his son Alexander, the 
first of 43 missing college 
students to be confirmed 
dead. 

In grey slacks, a navy blue 
shirt and leather sandals, 
Mora received his visitors 
with red, sleepless eyes, 
accepting their words with 
a slight nod and a lingering 
degree of disbelief. 
Alexander Mora Venancio, 
19, the second-youngest 
of eight siblings, had 
dreamed of becoming 
a physical education 


teacher, an ambitious 
goal for a kid from this tiny 
agricultural community 
deep in the mountains of 
the Costa Chica region of 
Guerrero state. 

“They took my son’s 
dream,” the 63-year-old 
Mora said. 

Attorney General Jesus 
Murillo Karam confirmed 
Sunday that the son had 
been identified from 
charred remains found 
several weeks ago near a 
garbage dump in Cocula, 
Guerrero. The DNA was 
matched from material 
extracted from a bone 
fragment and analyzed 
by forensics experts at a 
laboratory in Innsbruck, 
Austria. 

“He was a classmate 
who was very strong, very 
persevering in whatever 
he had as a goal,” student 



Ezequiel Mora, father of Alexander Mora, one of 43 college 
students missing since September whose body has now been 
positively identified among charred remains found near a 
garbage dump, stands next to an altar in his son’s memory, at 
their home in the town of El Pericon, Mexico, Sunday Dec. 7, 
2014. A family member of another missing student told The As¬ 
sociated Press that the remains were of Alexander Mora. 

(AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo) 


leader Omar Garcia said 
of Mora. “It’s a big loss.” 
The attorney general said 
80 people have been 
arrested so far, including 
44 police officers from 
the cities of Iguala and 
Cocula and former Iguala 


Mayor Jose Luis Abarca, 
who is under investigation 
for ordering the Sept. 26 
attacks. The case also 
forced the governor of 
Guerrero to resign. 

The identification 

confirmed what Murillo 


Karam told parents in 
November: that the 

students rounded up in a 
conflict with police had 
been killed and incinerated 
by the local drug gang, 
Guerreros Unidos. Horror, 
hope — and the lack 
of positively identified 
remains — led parents to 
discount the story, saying 
they would keep searching 
and expected to find their 
children alive. 

In El Pericon, people say 
drug gangs ran the area 
until two years ago, killing, 
kidnapping and extorting 
at will. That changed 
when the people rose 
up and organized their 
own security forces, fed 
up with the ineffectual 
government police. 

On Sunday, a young man 
with a rifle slung over his 
shoulder leaned against 
a pile of sandbags just 
behind Mora’s home. □ 


Pakistan: 

Top al-Qaida militant killed in raid 


MUNIR AHMED 
Associated Press 
ISLAMABAD (AP) — 

Pakistani soldiers killed a 
top al-Qaida operative 
Saturday who was indicted 
in the U.S. for his alleged 
involvement in a plot to 
bomb New York's subway 
system, the military said in 
a statement. 

The death of Adnan 
Shukrijumah is the 
latest blow to the terror 
organization still reeling 
from the 2011 killing of 
leader Osama bin Laden 
and now largely eclipsed 
by the militant Islamic 
State group. It also marks 
a major achievement for 
the Pakistani military, which 
mounted a widespread 
military operation in the 
northwest this summer. 

The military announced 
Shukrijumah’s death in a 
statement, saying that he 


was killed along with two 
other suspected militants in 
Pakistan’s South Waziristan 
tribal area early Saturday. 
South Waziristan is part of 
the mountainous territory 
bordering Afghanistan that 
is home to various militant 
groups fighting both in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. 
“The al-Qaida leader, 
who was killed by the 
Pakistan army in a 
successful operation, is 
the same person who 
had been indicted in 
the United Stated," said 
a senior Pakistani army 
officer, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity 
as he was not authorized 
to talk to journalists. As al- 
Qaida’s head of external 
operations, the 39-year- 
old Shukrijumah occupied 
a position once held by 
Sept. 11 mastermind Khalid 
Sheikh Mohammed. The 


FBI lists the Saudi-born 
Shukrijumah as a “most 
wanted" terrorist and the 
U.S. State Department had 
offered up to a $5 million 
reward for his capture. 
Federal prosecutors in the 
U.S. allege Shukrijumah 
had recruited three men 
in 2008 to receive training 
in the lawless tribal region 
of Pakistan for the subway 
attack. The three traveled 
to Pakistan to avenge the 
U.S. invasion of Afghanistan 
but were persuaded by al- 
Qaida operatives to return 
to the United States for a 
suicide-bombing mission 
against a major target 
such as the New York Stock 
Exchange, Times Square or 
Grand Central Terminal. 
Eventually, the men 
settled on a plot to blow 
themselves up at rush hour, 
according to testimony in 
federal court. □ 
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No major damage in Philippine typhoon; 3 dead 


TERESA CEROJANO 
Associated Press 
LEGAZPI, Philippines (AP) — 

Typhoon Hagupit knocked 
out power, left at least 
three people dead and 
sent nearly 900,000 into 
shelters before it weak¬ 
ened Sunday, sparing the 
central Philippines the 
type of massive devasta¬ 
tion that a monster storm 
brought to the region last 
year. 

Shallow floods, damaged 
shanties and ripped off 
store signs and tin roofs 
were a common sight 
across the region, but there 
was no major destruction 
after Hagupit slammed 
into Eastern Samar and 
other island provinces. It 
was packing maximum 
sustained winds of 140 kilo¬ 


meters (87 miles) per hour 
and gusts of 170 kph (106 
mph) on Sunday, consider¬ 
ably weaker from its peak 
power but still a potentially 
deadly storm, according 
to forecasters. 

The typhoon, which made 
landfall in Eastern Samar 
late Saturday, was moving 
slowly, dumping heavy rain 
that could possibly trigger 
landslides and flash floods. 
Traumatized by the death 
and destruction from Ty¬ 
phoon Haiyan last year, 
nearly 900,000 people fled 
to about 1,000 emergency 
shelters and safer grounds. 
The government, backed 
by the 120,000-strong mili¬ 
tary, had launched mas¬ 
sive preparations to attain 
a zero-casualty target. 
Rhea Estuna, a 29-year- 


Swiss hostage escapes 
from Filipino militants 


JIM GOMEZ 
Associated Press 
MANILA, Philippines (AP) 

— A Swiss hostage made a 
dramatic escape Saturday 
from Abu Sayyaf extremists 
when he hacked a rebel 
commander and then got 
shot as he dashed to free¬ 
dom amid a military bom¬ 
bardment, ending more 
than two years of jungle 
captivity in the southern 
Philippines, officials said. 
Lorenzo Vinciguerra, 
49, made his daring es¬ 
cape while government 
forces were firing artillery 
rounds near the jungle for¬ 
est where he was being 
held in mountainous Pati- 
kul town in Sulu province. 
He grabbed a long knife, 
hacked an Abu Sayyaf 
commander and then ran 
away, but was shot and 
wounded by another mili¬ 
tant, security officials said. 
Philippine army scout rang¬ 
ers later found him and es¬ 
corted him to safety. 


“He was wounded, but 
he's well and recovering 
in a hospital,” regional mili¬ 
tary commander Lt. Gen. 
Rustico Guerrero said by 
phone. 

In Bern, the Swiss govern¬ 
ment expressed relief that 
Vinciguerra had regained 
his freedom, but regretted 
that his Dutch companion 
remained in captivity. 
While lying later in a military 
combat hospital bed, his 
head wrapped in a ban¬ 
dage, Vinciguerra basked 
in his hard-won freedom 
and thanked the military. 
He said he was happy be¬ 
cause he can finally spend 
Christmas with his family, 
but worried about his com¬ 
panion, Ewold Horn, who 
was still in Abu Sayyaf cus¬ 
tody in Sulu’s jungles. 

“I talked to him and asked 
him to join me, but he re¬ 
fused,” Vinciguerra said 
of Horn, adding that the 
Dutchman had teeth prob¬ 
lems and other ailments. □ 



Families prepare to return to their homes after evacuating to avoid a typhoon, in Legazpi, Philip¬ 
pines, Dec. 7, 2014. As Typhoon Hagupit churned across the Philippines on Sunday, residents of 
the eastern part of the island nation expressed relief that they had joined the hundreds of thou¬ 
sands who evacuated to safer ground. (Jes Aznar/The New York Times) 


old mother of one, fled 
Thursday to an evacuation 
center in Tacloban — the 
city hardest-hit by Haiyan 
— and waited in fear as 
Hagupit's wind and rain 
lashed the school where 
she and her family sought 
refuge. When she peered 
outside Sunday, she said 
she saw a starkly different 
aftermath than the one 


she witnessed after Haiyan 
struck in November 2013. 
“There were no bodies 
scattered on the road, no 
big mounds of debris,” Es¬ 
tuna told The Associated 
Press by cellphone. “Thanks 
to God this typhoon wasn’t 
as violent." 

Haiyan’s tsunami-like storm 
surges and killer winds left 
thousands of people dead 


and leveled entire villag¬ 
es, most of them in and 
around Tacloban. 

Nearly a dozen countries, 
led by the United States 
and the European Union, 
have pledged to help in 
case of a catastrophe from 
Hagupit (pronounced HA'- 
goo-pit), disaster-response 
agency chief Alexander 
Pama said. □ 
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Jamaica sees success in curbing killings by police 


DAVID McFADDEN 
Associated Press 
KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) 

— Jamaican police have 
often been viewed with 
suspicion and fear, routine¬ 
ly accused of indiscrimi¬ 
nately using their weapons 
and intentionally killing sus¬ 
pects as the island strug¬ 
gled with soaring violent 


praise from human rights 
activists and making of¬ 
ficers more welcome in 
some of Jamaica’s grittiest 
districts. 

The number of citizens 
killed by police is expected 
to reach just over 100 this 
year, far below the 258 
slain last year by security 
forces. The annual total of 


Ramsay, a mother of three 
in the rough east Kingston 
neighborhood of Rockfort. 
“It's gotten to the point 
where I prefer seeing the 
police around here than 
not seeing them.” 

There seems to be a mix of 
reasons for the reduction, 
but perhaps the biggest is 
a new-found fear among 


curity forces killed 70 civil¬ 
ians in Kingston during an 
operation to capture a fu¬ 
gitive gang leader. Police 
had disputed the agency’s 
authority, but last year the 
courts ruled it has the right 
to arrest and charge offi¬ 
cers, previously the role of 
an internal police bureau 
and public prosecutors. 

The increasingly robust 
commission is now ad¬ 
vancing high-profile inves¬ 
tigations against lawmen, 
including a probe of 11 of¬ 
ficers in a single police divi¬ 
sion in the central parish of 
Clarendon. After those of¬ 
ficers were hit with murder 
charges earlier this year, a 
big drop in police-related 
fatalities followed across 
Jamaica. There also were 
two successful convictions 
this year of police person¬ 
nel who failed to cooper¬ 
ate with commission inves¬ 
tigators. 

“A clear message is being 
sent that all police killings 
are being rigorously inves¬ 
tigated and that the Ja¬ 
maica Constabulary Force 
must cooperate fully," said 
Robin Guittard, Caribbean 
campaigner at Amnesty 
International. 

Hamish Campbell, a former 
Scotland Yard command¬ 
er who is the investigative 
agency’s deputy commis- 


Shackelia Jackson-Thomas holds up a business card decorated with a photo her late brother 
Nakiea Jackson who was fatally shot by police outside of his small restaurant, in Kingston, 
Jamaica. Jackson-Thomas’ brother is one of over 2,000 citizens killed by police in the last 


decade. 

crime. 

Now, with overall violence 
ebbing, the Caribbean 
country is on track to have 
the fewest deaths at the 
hands of law enforcement 
in years, drawing cautious 


police killings hasn’t been 
below 200 since 2004. 
“Police always used to 
come with guns cocked, 
but more of them are 
calmer now and have a 
better attitude,” said Susan 


(AP Photo/David McFadden) 

officers of prosecution by 
an independent agency 
that investigates allega¬ 
tions against police. 

The Independent Commis¬ 
sion of Investigations was 
created in 2010 after se- 



Violence mars weekend protests across Haiti 


EVENS SANON 
Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti 
(AP) — Thousands of anti¬ 
government protesters 
marched Saturday through 
Haiti’s capital for the sec¬ 
ond time in two days amid 
anger over delayed elec¬ 
tions and other issues. 

The crowd began march¬ 
ing peacefully toward the 
Canadian Embassy in Port- 
au-Prince, but protesters 
later began burning tires, 
throwing rocks at police 


and trying to force their 
way through barricades as 
officers fired tear gas. 

Many protesters carried 
posters demanding that 
President Michel Martelly 
and Prime Minister Laurent 
Lamothe step down. 

“We need elections in the 
country so democracy 
can continue ... not cor¬ 
ruption,” said Jean Ronald 
Brison, owner of an auto 
parts store. 

Martelly’s administration 
was supposed to call elec¬ 


tions in 2011 for a major¬ 
ity of Senate seats, the 
entire Chamber of Depu¬ 
ties and local offices. But 
both he and Lamothe 
have blamed legislators for 
blocking a vote that would 
lead to approval of an 
electoral law. Six senators 
have said the legislation is 
unconstitutional and favors 
the government. 

A similar protest held Friday 
also turned violent, with 
police firing tear gas at 
protesters who burned tires 


and threw rocks as they 
pushed through the secu¬ 
rity perimeter at the Na¬ 
tional Palace. No deaths or 
major injuries were report¬ 
ed. Lamothe addressed 
the protest late Friday via 
Twitter: “We urge demon¬ 
strators to exercise their 
constitutional right with re¬ 
straint and responsibility.” 
Four anti-government 
demonstrations have been 
held in Haiti’s capital in 
about a month and a fifth 
is planned for next week.Q 


sioner, said reducing fatal 
shootings has been helped 
by a significant drop in ear¬ 
ly morning raids. Heavily 
armed and often masked 
officers would roll into slums 
before dawn on raids that 
frequently ended in blood¬ 
shed, though police went 
unscathed. 

“The tactic was not tena¬ 
ble and the greater majori¬ 
ty of the public recognized 
it for what it really was," 
Campbell said. 

Rights groups long ac¬ 
cused the government of 
fostering a culture of impu¬ 
nity by protecting law en¬ 
forcers accused of killing 
suspects rather than sub¬ 
jecting them to the back- 
logged, inefficient court 
system. Activists are now 
cautiously hopeful the tide 
might be starting to turn. 
“The total figure is still far 
too high, although the cur¬ 
rent trend may result in one 
of the lowest annual num¬ 
bers of police killings in Ja¬ 
maica in decades,” said 
Jamaicans for Justice, the 
island’s most prominent 
rights group. 

By comparison, Chicago 
police fatally shot 13 peo¬ 
ple last year, and the U.S. 
city has roughly the same 
population as Jamaica, 2.7 
million. 

The 11,000-member Ja¬ 
maica Constabulary Force 
attributes the drop in po¬ 
lice-caused fatalities to im¬ 
proved management and 
increased training on the 
use of force and respect 
for human rights. 

Officials also cite the be¬ 
havior of suspects. “We 
have been seeing an in¬ 
creased trend of criminals 
using less confrontational 
measures in dealing with 
the police as they have 
chosen the option of sur¬ 
rendering in light of several 
public appeals," said Assis¬ 
tant Police Superintendent 
Tanisha Ellison. □ 





















Sail with Jolly Pirates: 

Aruba’s Most 
Entertaining 
Sea-Bound 
Adventure! 


PALM BEACH - FROM 
THE MOMENT YOU STEP 
ABOARD these charming 
Old World Teak Schooners, 
you will discover the color¬ 
ful personalities of Captain 
Harald, the ship’s hands-on 
owner and his crew, who 
literally turn flips to please 
their guests. 

The typical hospitality of¬ 
fered by the high-spirited 
crew is what keeps guests 
returning year after year 
and recommending the 
fun aboard the Jolly Pirates 
snorkeling and sunset sails 
to their friends. 

Old-world sailing, com¬ 
bined with a top-notch 
crew, is the unbeatable 
combination that has 
earned the Jolly Pirates Sail¬ 
ing Adventures recognition 
from Trip Advisor ranking 
Jolly Pirates among the top 
performing establishments 
from around the world. 


with its Certificate of Excel¬ 
lence for 2014. In a recent 
Business Award Ceremony, 
the “Best Of Aruba" Award 
recognized Jolly Pirates the 
island’s “Best Snorkel Expe¬ 
rience”. 

Discover why so many De¬ 
lighted Guests return each 
year and you will learn why 
Jolly Pirates holds the top 
spot of most popular sailing 
trip in Aruba! 

You're never too old or too 
young to learn what makes 
Jolly Pirates Cruises more 
special! 

Jolly Pirates Cruises will 
Board by the Hadicurari 
Pier at Moomba Beach be¬ 
tween the Holiday Inn and 
Marriott. 

Give the Jolly Pirates a 
shout at ([tel] 297/586-8107; 
www.jolly-pirates.com for 
more information on Aru¬ 
ba’s most entertaining sea- 
bound adventure. □ 
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Jjpanest and Chinese Restaurant 


Lunch & Dinner 

Located in the lower 
lobby of the hotel. 
Please use side entrance 
in parking lot. 


J.E. Jrausquin Boulevard. 77 , [e*-Westin Hotel) Tel: 586-3388. 
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Kitchen Table by White: Fresh, Authentic Island Flavors 
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PALM BEACH - Island gour¬ 
mands and vacationers 
who appreciate fine din¬ 
ing are buzzing about the 
unique experience of Kitch¬ 
en Table by White, which 
opened in Blue Residences 
this summer. Helmed by 


Chef Urvin Croes, founder 
of White Modern Cuisine, 
Kitchen Table boasts that 
same attention to detail 
that made his first venture 
such a success, along with 
a vibrant, passionate staff 
dedicated to the concept 


of elevating traditional Aru¬ 
ban and Caribbean dishes 
to the realm of haute cui¬ 
sine. 

“Aruba has more than its 
share of French/Italian/ 
fast food restaurants and 
steakhouses,” observes 


Chef Urvin, “but I hon¬ 
estly believe that island 
visitors are looking for a 
distinctive experience, 
not something they 
can have at home any 
time. During their stay, 
they wish to savor the 
authentic flavors of the 
region, and we have 
sought out fresh, locally 
grown ingredients and 
interpreted traditional is¬ 
land dishes in a manner 
to surprise and please 
the most finicky critic.” 

Urvin and his team are 
all graduates of Aruba's 
highly-respected EPI Cu¬ 
linary Institute. He contin¬ 
ued his studies at the ROC 
Gildevaart College, Nieu- 
wegein, then apprenticed 
at the Brasserie Goeie Lui¬ 
sa, advancing to become 
their Chef de Partie. Urvin 
further developed his culi¬ 
nary skills during five years 
at the famed Michelin 5* 
rated Grand Restaurant 
Karel V, perfectly his art be¬ 
fore returning to Aruba to 
open his own eatery. 
Second in command. Sous 
Chef Ludovico Henriquez, 
and the Kitchen Table 
staff, consisting of Claude 
Werleman, Moises Ramirez 
and Jefferson Ramirez, are 
equally passionate about 
the concept of food as art. 
Watching them create the 
spectacular dishes in the 
elegant but cozy surround¬ 
ings is a great part of the 
evening's entertainment. 
The multi-course meal is a 
feast for the eyes as well 
as the tastebuds; the in¬ 
ventive uses of just-picked 
regional flowers and herbs 
such as frangipani, morin- 
ga, mata di seda and koko 
robona are explained, so 
diners can truly compre¬ 
hend the careful thought 
and preparation that goes 


into each dish. 

Rounding out the Kitchen 
Table culinary team is Res¬ 
taurant Manager and Wine 
Sommelier Carlito Castillo, 
who thoroughly enjoys 
sharing his love of fine vin¬ 
tages and has a deft touch 
at pairing them to perfec¬ 
tion. His enthusiasm for the 
delicate art of enhancing 
the flavors of both the wine 
and food with an ideal 
match is as infectious as his 
ready smile and congenial 
charm. He spent ten years 
in the kitchens of the Roy¬ 
al Caribbean cruise lines, 
where as a novice to the 
food service industry he dis¬ 
covered their wine cellars. 
His passion for the art won 
him first place among over 
1500 employees during a 
stringent wine testing con¬ 
test among all the line’s cu¬ 
linary staffers. 

Discover island cuisine el¬ 
evated to an elegant but 
intimate dining experience 
at Kitchen Table. Seating is 
extremely limited with only 
14 reservations accept¬ 
ed nightly and four held 
for spur-of-the- moment 
gourmands. Reserve early 
online via reservations® 
ktbywhite.com, or call 528- 
7015.Q 









































Aruba Says ‘Masha Danki’ to Our Loyal Island Visitorsl 



EAGLE BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure 
of honoring a very nice, 
loyal and friendly visitor 
of Aruba as a Goodwill 
Ambassador at her home 
away from home. 

The honoree is Mrs. Carolyn 
Vince, a resident of Wind¬ 
sor, in Ontario, Canada. 
The symbolic honorary title 
was presented to Carolyn 
in the name of the Minis¬ 
ter of Tourism as a token 
of appreciation for visiting 


Aruba for 20-or-more con¬ 
secutive years. 

Ms. Darline S. de Cuba rep¬ 
resenting Aruba Tourism 
Authority and Mrs. Kenia 
Brito conducted the cere¬ 
mony held at Aruba Beach 
Club. 

Top reasons for returning 
provided by the honoree 
are the, beautiful blue 
ocean, friendly Aruban 
hospitality and our great 
restaurants! 

Congratulations to Carolyn 
and FamilyO 
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At Bugaloe: 

Aruban Fresh Fish Right Off The Coast! 


PALM BEACH - Fresher 
than Fresh, is what you are 
served in the popular Bu¬ 
galoe Beach Bar & Grill, 
located at De Palm Pier, 
between the RIU Palace 
Hotel and The Raddison 
Hotel. Mondays will no lon¬ 
ger be just another Mon¬ 
day. No! It's Crazy Fish 
Monday at Bugaloe! Beau¬ 
tiful colorful platter of ex¬ 
quisite fish, yellow rice and 
rich vegetables is what 
you will be served from 
Chef Hernandez' kitchen 
every Monday. Whether 
choosing Fried Fish Basket 
for only $15 or a delicious 
Red Snapper for $20, you 


wish it was Monday every 
day! Bugaloe is known 
for fun and craziness, so 
it was only logical Chef 
Marc Hernandez likes to 
go wild when it comes to 
his cooking. Caught in the 
morning, served at night 
is the true Bugaloe way, 
maybe this explains its po¬ 
pularity from the start. Cra¬ 
zy Fish Monday is served 


from 5.30 p.m. till 10 p.m. 
Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill 
is open daily from 9 a.m. till 
midnight. Start your day of 
right with a delicious cap¬ 
puccino, or walk in to enjoy 
a casual lunch in between 
sunbathing. A few nights 
a week Bugaloe is host to 
some of the best live bands 
of Aruba, while you are sa¬ 
voring dinner and enjoying 


the beautiful Aruba Sun¬ 
set! Don't forget to make 
one hour in the day even 
happier at Bugaloe's dai¬ 
ly Happy Hour from 5 till 6 


p.m. Reservations are not 
necessary, just follow your 
hips to the music and the 
fun and smiles saluting 
youO 
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Vikings topple Jets in OT with 87-yard touchdown 



Minnesota Vikings wide receiver Charles Johnson (12) is stripped 
of the ball by New York Jets free safety Jaiquawn Jarrett in Min¬ 
neapolis Sunday, Dec. 7, 2014. (AP Photo/Jeff Wheeler) 


The Associated Press 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Ja- 

rius Wright's 87-yard touch¬ 
down reception from Ted¬ 
dy Bridgewater in overtime 
gave the Vikings the win. 
After forcing the Jets to 
punt to start the extra peri¬ 
od, the Vikings faced third- 
and-5. Bridgewater was 
blitzed and threw high on a 
bubble screen to his right. 
Wright jumped, made an 
off-balance grab, slipped 
by Jaiquawn Jarrett and 
outran defensive tackle 
Sheldon Richardson the 
rest of the way. 

Former Vikings receiver 
Percy Harvin had a 35-yard 
touchdown reception 
and a 47-yard kickoff re¬ 
turn while finishing with 124 
yards on six catches. But 
he hurt his ankle on a hard 
hit by Josh Robinson late 
in the fourth quarter and 
didn't return. This was his 
first game in Minnesota in 
more than two years after 
playing his first 3 1/2 sea¬ 
sons with the Vikings (6-7), 
who beat the Jets for the 
first time in eight matchups 
since 1975. 


Gerald Hodges returned 
an interception of Geno 
Smith for a touchdown on 
the first play from scrim¬ 
mage, but the much-ma¬ 
ligned second-year quar¬ 
terback bounced back 
for the Jets (2-11) by going 
18 for 29 for 254 yards and 
gaining 33 yards rushing on 
six attempts. Smith was just 
7 of 13 for 49 yards against 
Miami in the last game. 
Richardson had a safety 
among his three sacks. But 
Bridgewater finished 19 for 
27 for 309 yards and two 
touchdowns. Charles John¬ 
son caught the first one for 
56 yards and totaled 103 
yards on four receptions. 
Nick Folk’s fifth field goal 
tied the game at 24 with 
23 seconds left in the fourth 
quarter. 

Giants 36, Titans 7 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 
Eli Manning threw for 260 
yards and a touchdown, 
and the Giants snapped a 
seven-game skid. 

The Giants (4-9) won for 
the first time since Oct. 5 


with two rookies having big 
games. Odell Beckham Jr. 
set a team rookie record 
with his fourth game with 
100 yards receiving this 
season: 11 catches for 130 
yards and a TD. Andre Wil¬ 
liams ran for a season-high 
131 yards, including a 50- 
yard TD. 

Tennessee (2-11) lost its 


seventh straight and for 
the 11th time in 12 games 
with a performance that 
had fans booing and even 
a handful wearing paper 
bags over their heads. This 
is the franchise’s longest 
skid since losing 11 straight 
in 1994 as the then-Hous- 
ton Oilers. 


Steelers 42, Bengals 21 

CINCINNATI (AP) — Ben 
Roethlisberger threw three 
touchdown passes, includ¬ 
ing a 94-yarder to rookie 
Martavis Bryant in the 
fourth quarter that was the 
longest play from scrim¬ 
mage this season. 

Continued on Page 20 
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Kean’s goal gives LA Galaxy MLS Cup 


GREG BEACHAM 
AP Sports Writer 
CARSON, California (AP) — 

Robbie Keane scored a bril¬ 
liant goal in the extra time 
as LA Galaxy beat the New 
England Revolution 2-1 to 
win the Major League Soc¬ 
cer Cup on Sunday. 

Gyasi Zardes scored in the 


52nd minute as the Galaxy 
won their record fifth league 
title in the final game for 
London Donovan, the MLS 
scoring leader and most ac¬ 
complished football player 
in U.S. history. Donovan, Ke¬ 
ane and the Galaxy have 
won three of the last four 
league championships, cel¬ 


ebrating all three on their 
home field. After Chris Tier¬ 
ney scored the equalizer 
in the 79th minute for New 
England, both teams had 
golden opportunities be¬ 
fore Keane capped his Most 
Valuable Player season with 
the winner in the second pe¬ 
riod of extra time. □ 
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NFL players sporting ‘I Can’t Breathe’ message 



Indianapolis Colts quarterback Andrew Luck, left, talks with 
Cleveland Browns cornerback Johnson Bademosi before an 
NFL football game Sunday, Dec. 7, 2014, in Cleveland. More 
professional athletes were wearing “I Can’t Breathe” messages 
Sunday in protest of a grand jury ruling not to indict an officer in 
the death of a New York man. 

(AP Photo/Tony Dejak) 


JOSEPH WHITE 
AP Sports Writer 
LANDOVER, Maryland 
(AP) — A week after their 
“Hands Up, Don’t Shoot!” 
show of solidarity, several 
St. Louis Rams players made 
another societal statement 
Sunday with the message: 
“I Can’t Breathe.” 

The slogan refers to Eric 
Garner, who died after a 
New York police officer 
placed him in a chokehold 
during an arrest for selling 


loose cigarettes. A grand 
jury decided last week that 
it would not indict the of¬ 
ficer. A video of the arrest 
showed Garner gasping, “I 
can’t breathe.” 

Guard Davin Joseph wrote 
the words on the cleats 
he wore during pregame 
warmups before the Rams 
beat the Washington Red¬ 
skins 24-0. Tight end Jared 
Cook had it written on his 
wrist tape. Receiver Kenny 
Britt had several names — 
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including Michael Brown 
and Trayvon Martin — writ¬ 
ten on his blue and gold 
cleats. The names were of 
black men or teens whose 
deaths led to protests. 

“I feel like we should sup¬ 
port what we feel is right,” 
said Joseph, who intended 
to wear the cleats dur¬ 
ing the game but had to 
change because of the 
condition of the slick turf 
at the Redskins' stadium. 
“We should always have 
an opinion of sticking up for 
people who don’t have a 
voice.” 

Joseph Tweeted an im¬ 
age of his shoes before the 


game with the message: 
"R.I.P. Eric Garner.” 

Players at other NFL games 
expressed similar senti¬ 
ments. Detroit Lions run¬ 
ning back Reggie Bush 
had “I Can’t Breathe" writ¬ 
ten in black across his blue 
warmup shirt. Browns cor¬ 
nerback Johnson Bade¬ 
mosi wrote the message 
on the back of the shirt 
he wore before a game in 
Cleveland. 

“Honestly, I’ve always 
been the quiet kid. I’ve al¬ 
ways been the one who’s 
reserved, to kind of sit back 
and not really get into poli¬ 
tics and things like that,” 


said Bush, whose mother 
has been a police officer 
for about 20 years. “But I 
don’t know why I just felt 
some kind of ... I guess the 
situation just touched me. 
“It's kind of resonated with 
me. Not because I've been 
through a similar situation 
or because I’ve seen any¬ 
body go through it. I just re¬ 
ally felt terrible about what 
was going on these past 
couple of weeks.” 

Lions coach Jim Caldwell 
supported Bush’s action. 

“I grew up in the ‘60s, 
where everybody was so¬ 
cially conscious,” Caldwell 
said. “I believe in it. □ 
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NFL Roundup 

Continued from Page 1 7 

The win turned the AFC 
North into a wide-open 
race. In a game they had 
to win, the Steelers (8-5) 
caught up and ran away 
with 25 points in the fourth 
quarter. 

For Cincinnati (8-4-1), it was 
a second straight lopsided 
at home loss to a division 
rival. The Bengals fell to 
Cleveland 24-3 before go¬ 
ing on the road and win¬ 
ning three straight to take 
control of the division. 

Now, it’s anyone’s title. 
Le'Veon Bell had another 
big all-around game, run¬ 
ning for 185 yards, catch¬ 
ing six passes for 50 yards, 
and scoring three touch¬ 
downs. 

Ravens 28, Dolphins 13 

MIAMI GARDENS, Florida 
(AP) — The Baltimore Ra¬ 
vens played more than 
17 minutes before picking 
up a first down, then over¬ 
came a 10-point deficit to 
win. 


The Ravens rallied with 
consecutive touchdown 
drives of 97 and 75 yards, 
and added the clinching 
score after a favorable re¬ 
play reversal. 

A gamble by coach John 
Harbaugh in the third 
quarter helped. The Ra¬ 
vens made a first down on 
fourth-and-1 in their terri¬ 
tory, jump-starting the TD 
drive that put them ahead. 


card playoff berth. The Dol¬ 
phins, who haven’t been 
to the postseason since 
2008, are now a long shot 
with three games to go. 

Panthers 41, Saints 10 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Cam 
Newton passed for three 
touchdowns, appeared to 
incite a scuffle with frustrat¬ 
ed New Orleans after he 


Jonathan Stewart added 
a 69-yard touchdown as 
the Panthers (4-8-1) pulled 
closer to NFC South leader 
Atlanta (5-7), which plays 
at Green Bay on Monday 
night. 

Newton’s jawing and “Su¬ 
perman” celebration of his 
2-yard rushing touchdown 
in the first quarter drew a 
shove from linebacker Cur¬ 
tis Lofton. That ignited a 
scrum that eventually went 
into a tunnel beyond the 
end zone. 

Panthers tight end Bran¬ 
don Williams was ejected 
for punching Cam Jordan, 
but Carolina kept rolling. 
Newton’s scoring passes 
went to Kelvin Benjamin, 
Greg Olsen and Fozzy 
Whitaker. 

New Orleans (5-8) lost its 
fourth straight home game 
to drop a half-game be¬ 
hind Atlanta. 

Lions 34, Buccaneers 17 

DETROIT (AP) — Matthew 
Stafford threw for 311 yards 
and three touchdowns 
— including one off a 
fluky deflection late in the 


game. 

The Lions (9-4) trail first- 
place Green Bay by a half¬ 
game in the NFC North, 
with the Packers hosting 
Atlanta on Monday night. 
Tampa Bay (2-11) was fi¬ 
nally eliminated from play¬ 
off contention — the NFC 
South's mediocrity could 
only keep the Bucs in it for 
so long. They turned over 
the ball three times in the 
second quarter against 
Detroit and never led. 
Calvin Johnson had eight 
catches for 158 yards and 
a touchdown for Detroit, 
which snapped a nine- 
game losing streak in De¬ 
cember. 

Rams 24, Redskins 0 

LANDOVER, Maryland (AP) 
— The Rams have back- 
to-back shutouts for the 
first time since 1945, giv¬ 
ing them their first winning 
streak of the season. 

Jared Cook caught two 
touchdown passes, Tavon 
Austin returned a punt 78 
yards for a score, and the 
defense allowed 206 total 
yards.Q 



New York Giants wide receiver Rueben Randle (82) leaps past 
Tennessee Titans safety George Wilson (21) in the first half of an 
NFL football game Sunday, Dec. 7, 2014, in Nashville, Tenn. 

(AP Photo/Mark Zaleski) 


The victory gave Baltimore 
(8-5) a significant edge 
over Miami (7-6) in the 
AFC's scramble for a wild¬ 


went over the pile for an¬ 
other score, and the Pan¬ 
thers ended a six-game 
skid. 
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Spieth wins by record 10 shots at Isleworth 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
WINDERMERE, Fla. (AP) — 

Jordan Spieth had been 
down this road before. 
Three years ago at Isle- 
worth, he was making 
the turn in the final round 
when he looked over at 
the scoreboard on the 
18th fairway that showed 
he had a big lead. So 
it was eerie when he 
caught himself doing the 
same thing Sunday during 
the final round of the Hero 
World Challenge. 

But there was one big dif¬ 
ference. 

Back then, Spieth was a 
freshman at Texas and 
won by eight shots in the 
Isleworth Collegiate Invi¬ 
tational for his first college 
title. 

This time, he beat an elite 
field that included tourna¬ 
ment host Tiger Woods, six 
major champions and 16 
of the top 30 players in the 
world. 

And he beat them even 
worse. 

Spieth capped off a big 
finish to his second season 
as a pro when he closed 
with a 6-under 66 and set 
two tournament records 
to win by 10 shots over 
Henrik Stenson. Staked to 
a seven-shot lead in the fi¬ 
nal round, he opened with 
three birdies in four holes 
and turned the final three 
hours into a peaceful walk 
along the lakes and pala¬ 
tial homes of Isleworth. 

"It was the most fun I ever 
had playing nine holes of 
golf,” Spieth said. 

Spieth had an 11 -shot lead 
after nine holes, ripped a 
drive over the corner of the 
bunker and then glanced 
at the lone leaderboard. 
And then he made anoth¬ 
er birdie. He coasted from 
there and even with a 
careless double bogey on 
the back nine, he finished 
at 26-under 262 to break 


the tournament record of 
266 set by Woods in 2007 
and Davis Love III in 2000, 
both at Sherwood Country 


in golf, and broke the tour¬ 
nament record of seven 
shots that Woods had in 
2007. 


really very pleased with 
the year and how it came 
to a close," Spieth said. 
“This caps off the best 


Woods tied for last, 

DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

WINDERMERE, Fla. (AP) — Tiger Woods tied for last place in 
his return to golf after four months and found at least one 
reason for optimism. 

At least he has his health. 

Except for flu-like symptoms on Saturday, Woods made it 
through 72 holes of the Hero World Challenge by swing¬ 
ing as hard as he wanted without feeling any pain. In his 
eyes, that far outweighed the shocking sight of so many 
duffed chips. 

Woods muffed two more chips on the par-5 13th hole on 
his way to a triple bogey. He rallied with two late birdies 
for a 72 and shared last place in the 18-man field at Isle¬ 
worth with Hunter Mahan at even-par 288. 

He finished 26 shots behind Jordan Spieth. 

“I hadn’t played in four months,” Woods said. “To come 
out here and not play in any kind of pain is great prog¬ 
ress, and to be able to hit the ball as hard as I want really 
without flinching.” 

Woods had back surgery a week before the Masters to 
alleviate a pinched nerve. That kept him out of golf for 
about three months. After missing the cut in the PGA 
Championship on Aug. 9, he shut it down the last four 
months to strengthen his muscle structure. 

“I made some progress," Woods said. “I hadn’t played in 
four months and I’m in absolutely no pain, which is nice. 
To be able to go all out on some of these drives like I did 


but in good health 

this week really enforces what I’m doing is the right thing 
for my body." 

Different about this return to golf — his fifth in the last five 
years due to injury — is that Woods also is working with 
his third swing coach in the last five years. Chris Como 
walked every round, and Woods said he would consult 
with him during a week of practice before resting for the 
holidays. 

He did not say when he would return. During an engaging 
spot in the broadcast booth, NBC Sports announcer Dan 
Hicks asked about his schedule and mentioned Hawaii. 
“It won’t be the Tournament of Champions,” Woods said 
with a laugh. 

Even though he tied for 17th, it was his best finish of the 
year. Woods tied for 25th at Doral in his final tournament 
before back surgery. 

The biggest surprise was his short game. Woods said he 
fell into a mixture of his old swing and what he is trying to 
do now. He had eight chips that he flubbed, four of them 
on the 13th hole. 

Steve Strieker played the final round with Woods and said 
he thought his swing looked better. 

“He’s going through it a little more freer," Strieker said. 
“Obviously, his short game — putting and chipping — is 
not up to snuff with what he was expecting out of himself, 
or anyone else for that matter. But he’s taking a good 
rip at it. With any new swing, you're going to have chal¬ 
lenges. It’s going to take time.”Q 



Jordan Spieth holds the championship trophy after winning the Hero World Challenge golf 
tournament on Sunday, Dec. 7, 2014, in Windermere, Fla. (AP Photo/Willie J. Allen Jr.) 


Club in California. 

The 10-shot victory was the 
largest margin of the year 


“Whether my emotions 
showed it or not I'm not 
sure, but inside we were 


golfing year that I’ve ever 
had." 

Spieth had set a goal of 


two wins, and that looked 
out of reach when he be¬ 
gan the last leg of a long 
journey. He finished one 
shot out of a playoff in 
Japan, won the Austra¬ 
lian Open by six shots and 
then turned in another 
dominant performance. 
“The kid is playing great,” 
said Keegan Bradley, who 
had a 70 to tie for third 
with Patrick Reed (68). 
“You have to look at his 
past three events. He al¬ 
most won them all. He's 
a great player. I wouldn't 
look more into it other than 
he dominated this week.” 
Woods, in his first tourna¬ 
ment in four months while 
recovering from back in¬ 
juries, stubbed two more 
chips on the 13th hole for 
a triple bogey and closed 
with a 72. He tied for last 
place in the 18-man field 
with Hunter Mahan, 26 
shots out of the leadO 
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First College Football Playoff: 

Alabama, Oregon, Florida State and Ohio State make the cut 


spot ahead of TCU. 

Baylor did nearly all it could 
this season. In addition to 
beating TCU, the Bears 
defeated Oklahoma and 
Kansas State. Their only 
loss came at West Virginia. 
But that 41-27 defeat on 
Oct. 18 most likely did not 


standards of some of the 
other major conferences. 
The rankings had the im¬ 
mediate effect of raising 
questions about the Big 
12, the only major confer¬ 
ence that does not stage 
a championship game. 
The Big 12 declared Bay- 



Ohio State wide receiver Devin Smith, right, catches a touch¬ 
down pass as Wisconsin cornerback Peniel Jean defends dur¬ 
ing the second half of the Big Ten Conference championship 
NCAA college football game Saturday, Dec. 6, 2014, in India¬ 


napolis. 


(AP Photo/Michael Conroy) 


MARC TRACY 
© 2014 New York Times 

The College Football Play¬ 
off selection committee 
revealed its first four-team 
bracket Sunday, seeding 
Alabama No. 1, Oregon 
No. 2, Florida State No. 3 
and Ohio State No. 4. Two 
Big 12 teams, Baylor and 
Texas Christian, were left 
out as the fifth and sixth 
seeds. 

Under the Football Bowl 
Subdivision's new play¬ 
off system, the top-seed¬ 
ed team is placed in the 
semifinal bowl where it 
has more of a home-field 
advantage. So Alabama 
will play Ohio State in the 
Sugar Bowl in New Orleans, 
and Oregon will face Flor¬ 
ida State in the Rose Bowl 
in Pasadena, California. 
Those games are Jan. 1. 
The winners will play for 
the national title Jan. 12 at 
AT&T Stadium in Arlington, 
Texas. 

The Buckeyes (12-1), who 
routed Wisconsin, 59-0, 
in the Big Ten champion¬ 
ship game Saturday night, 
edged out the Big 12 co¬ 
champions, Baylor (11-1) 
and TCU (11-1), in the final 
seedings. 

“With the championship 
game, Ohio State demon¬ 
strated that they were a 
total team," Arkansas Ath¬ 
letic Director Jeff Long, fhe 
commiftee chairman, said 
in an inferview on ESPN. 
TCU, ranked third by the 
committee last Tuesday, 
spent Saturday afternoon 
dispatching a weak Iowa 
State team, 55-3. 

The Horned Frogs' sole loss 
came at Baylor on Oct. 
11 after the Bears staged 
a 24-point fourth-quarter 
comeback. On Sunday, 
Baylor was ranked one 


hurt the Bears as much as 
their comparatively weak 
schedule did. Outside con¬ 
ference play, Baylor faced 
fwo lowly FBS feams and 
a Foofball Championship 
Subdivision squad. 

The commiffee also pre¬ 
sumably felt that the Big 
12 was not quite up to the 


lor and TCU co-champions 
even though Baylor won 
the teams’ head-to-head 
matchup. 

Asked whether a Big 12 title 
game would have made 
a difference in the rank¬ 
ings, Long said, “We don't 
deal in hypotheticals.” But 
he seemed to suggest that 


Ohio State’s success in its 
conference's champion¬ 
ship game had helped fhe 
Buckeyes qualify above 
Baylor and TCU. 

“Ohio State’s performance 
in a 13th game gave them 
a quality win against a 
highly ranked team,” Long 
said. 

TCU's drop from third to 
sixth despite a blowout 
win, he added, “was really 
about Ohio State and not 
about TCU." 

Under an NCAA rule, a 
conference cannot hold 
a championship game 
unless it has at least 12 
teams. The Big 12, despite 
its name, has just 10. It has 
considered petitioning the 
NCAA to change the rule. 
The Big 12 had another 
problem. The conference 
recently introduced the 
motto “One True Cham¬ 
pion" to emphasize that its 
teams played all the other 
conference feams during 
the regular season. 

“We're always going to 
apply a tiebreaker to de¬ 
termine who our cham¬ 
pion is,” commissioner Bob 
Bowlsby said before the 
season. He added, “We 
always are going to get to 
the point of a true cham¬ 
pion.” 

Yet the Big 12 decided to 
consider TCU and Baylor 
co-champions rather than 
use tiebreakers - the first of 
which would have prob¬ 
ably been head-to-head 
competition, making Bay¬ 
lor the champion. 

“We were faced with co¬ 
champions,” Long said. 
“That's what was given to 
us by the conference, and 
we weighed that." 

On Saturday night, some 
saw the problem coming. 
“What country do we live 


in? America?" Art Briles, 
Baylor's coach, said during 
a postgame interview on 
ESPN on Saturday. “If you 
and I race, and you beat 
me, you're faster than me. 
We play on a football field, 
we play a football game 
on the field, we win, fhen 
we're the better team.” 
Ohio State’s only loss came 
to Virginia Tech in Week 2 
as quarterback J.T. Barrett 
was adjusting to being the 
starter, having replaced 
Braxton Miller, who sus¬ 
tained a season-ending 
right shoulder injury in late 
August. The Buckeyes went 
on to dominate the Big 
Ten, with road wins over 
Michigan State and Min¬ 
nesota and the blowout 
of Wisconsin on Saturday 
night in Indianapolis for the 
conference title. 

Saturday's victory was led 
by the third-string quarter¬ 
back Cardale Jones, after 
Barrett went down with a 
season-ending injury Nov. 
29. 

“I’ve been around teams 
that have competed and 
won national champion¬ 
ships," Ohio State coach 
Urban Meyer, who won two 
Bowl Championship Series 
titles with Florida, said af¬ 
ter Saturday's game. “This 
team, the way it’s playing 
right now, is one of the top 
teams in America.” 

Later Sunday, the com¬ 
mittee released the rest 
of ifs fop 25, as well as the 
matchups in the other four 
playoff-affiliated bowls. 
Baylor will play No. 8 Michi¬ 
gan State in the Cotton 
Bowl in Arlington, a couple 
of hours norfh of Baylor's 
campus, on Jan. 1. TCU 
will travel to Atlanta to 
play No. 9 Mississippi in the 
Peach Bowl on Dec. 31 ,Q 


Big Ten to play its 2018 Men’s Basketball Tournament in New York 


MARC TRACY 
© 2014 New York Times 
NEW YORK - The Big Ten 
Conference will play its 
2018 men's basketball 
tournament at Madison 
Square Garden, Commis¬ 
sioner Jim Delany said this 
weekend. 

“We wanted to get out 
there as soon as we could,” 
Delany said in a phone in¬ 
terview. 

The Big Ten will make a 


formal announcement 
Tuesday afternoon. Sports 
Illustrated first reported the 
move Saturday. 

Delany also said that the 
Big Ten would stage a 
men's basketball/men's 
hockey doubleheader 
at the Garden starting in 
2016. The first doublehead¬ 
er will feature Michigan 
and Penn State. 

Expanding to the East 
Coast has been a priority 


for the Big Ten. This year, 
the traditionally Midwest¬ 
ern conference added 
Rufgers and Maryland. 
In 2017, fhe conference 
will hold its men's basket¬ 
ball tournament at Veri¬ 
zon Center in Washington, 
near Maryland’s College 
Park campus. 

The Big Ten is not the only 
major conference with its 
eye on the New York area. 
The Atlantic Coast Con¬ 


ference will hold its men’s 
basketball tournament at 
Barclays Center in 2017 
and 2018. 

The 2018 Big Ten tourna¬ 
ment will run from Feb. 20 
to March 4, before most 
major conferences hold 
their tournaments and a 
week before the NCAA 
tournament field is select¬ 
ed. “It’s an extra week to 
prepare or rest up,” Delany 
said. “Some may play a 


nonconference game, but 
most may just rest.” 

Fran McCaffery, Iowa's 
fifth-year head coach, said 
he was pleased the tour¬ 
nament will be played at 
the Garden. 

“It is what they say it is,” he 
said. “It’s the world’s most 
famous arena.” 

The tournament will be 
held in Chicago this sea¬ 
son and in Indianapolis in 
2016 .Q 
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Tech Talk: 


Some things to consider before buying that drone 


KATE MURPHY 
© 2014 New York Times 

It seems as if drones are 
on everyone’s wish list this 
holiday season. Type in 
“I want to buy a ..." and 
Google’s autofill feature 
offers “drone” as the third 
most likely choice. So with 
hundreds of thousands of 
drones expected to take 
flight in the coming months, 
what’s to keep them from 
colliding with airplanes, 
crashing into buildings or 
bonking bystanders on the 
head? 

That’s what the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
is trying to figure out. The 
agency that manages 
the busiest and most com¬ 
plicated airspace in the 
world, with more than 
68,000 manned flights per 
day, is dealing with the 
regulatory nightmare of 
integrating a swarm of un¬ 
manned aircraft that can 
be as small as a sparrow or 
as large as the pterodac¬ 
tyls in “Jurassic Park." 

“It's kind of like the early 
days of the automobile, 
with people speeding and 
not knowing what they 
were doing,” said Arthur 
Holland Michel, co-direc- 
tor of the Center for the 
Study of the Drone at Bard 
College. “Everyone is hold¬ 
ing their breath that there 
won’t be a horrendous in¬ 
cident like a drone getting 
sucked into the engine of a 
passenger jet.” 

Reports of drones flying 
dangerously close to pas¬ 
senger aircraft are becom¬ 
ing a daily occurrence, 
according to the National 
Air Traffic Controllers As¬ 
sociation. The incursions 
have been mostly at low 
altitudes as planes were on 
final approach to landing, 
but some have occurred 
at cruising altitudes as high 
as 10,000 feet. 

Drones - usually the cam¬ 
era-equipped, multiple ro¬ 
tor variety - have also been 
spotted peeping into the 
windows of high-rise con¬ 
dos, interfering with mede- 
vac helicopters and buzz¬ 
ing fans attending football 
games. Perhaps the most 
alarming incident came 
last month when several 
mysterious drones flew 


over French nuclear facili¬ 
ties, raising fears of possible 
terrorist plots and explosive 
payloads. 

Because of the good 
safety record of model air¬ 
planes, Congress exempt¬ 
ed drone hobbyists from 


by 2015. But meeting that 
deadline appears unlikely 
as the agency struggles to 
keep pace with the tech¬ 
nology and its widespread 
rogue use. 

The FAA administrator, 
Michael Huerta, said his 


any firm regulation is in 
place. 

Although he wouldn’t 
comment on particulars, 
Huerta said he envisioned 
that government and 
commercial drone opera¬ 
tors would ultimately be 



A quad-copter built for a drone competition in Boulder, Colo. The Federal Aviation 
Administration is struggling to keep up with the pace of advances in drone technology, with 
reports of drones flying dangerously close to passenger aircraft now a daily occurrence. 

(Kevin Moloney/The New York Times) 


regulation when it passed 
the FAA Modernization 
and Reform Act in 2012. It 
calls for “safe integration" 
of only public and com¬ 
mercial drones (those used 
for law enforcement, film¬ 
making, pipeline inspec¬ 
tion, real estate surveys, 
pesticide application, etc.) 


agency would take a 
phased-in approach and 
predicted proposed rules 
for the smallest class of 
commercial drones (less 
than 55 pounds) by the 
end of this year. But those 
proposals will be likely 
to undergo a drawn-out 
comment period before 


required to “operate un¬ 
der the same set of rules 
as general aviation pilots.” 
That means licensure and 
recurrent training and test¬ 
ing. It also suggests that 
drone pilots will have to file 
flight plans and have their 
aircraft certified and regu¬ 
larly inspected. 


“Small operators are going 
to get pretty bent out of 
shape and ask, ‘What do 
you mean, I have to get a 
license to fly a toy?'" said 
Michael Leasure, an asso¬ 
ciate professor of aeronau¬ 
tical technology at Purdue 
University who teaches 
courses in drone operation, 
design and repair. “But you 
need to know what you 
are doing or you’re going 
to be a hazard.” 

It seems odd then that 
Congress specifically ex¬ 
empted from regulation 
the countless individuals 
who fly drones recreation- 
ally over their backyard 
barbecues and kids’ soc¬ 
cer games. But perhaps 
back in 2012, Congress 
didn’t anticipate that 
drones would become so 
pervasive that they would 
surpass the immersion 
blender as Martha Stew¬ 
art’s favorite appliance. 
Many, if not most, recre¬ 
ational drone operators 
are unaware that there 
are FAA guidelines for 
the safe use of model air¬ 
craft. These include not fly¬ 
ing above 400 feet, near 
crowds, beyond the line 
of sight or within 5 miles of 
an airport. Those voluntary 
limitations, issued in 1981, 
have been largely fol¬ 
lowed by traditional model 
airplane-makers, who put 
considerable effort into 
building their airships and 
developing aeronautical 
skills.□ 


Thousands of Einstein artifacts now a click away 


DENNIS OVERBYE 
© 2014 New York Times 

They have been called the 
Dead Sea Scrolls of phys¬ 
ics. Since 1986, the Princ¬ 
eton University Press and 
the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem, to whom Al¬ 
bert Einstein bequeathed 
his copyright, have been 
engaged in a mammoth 
effort to study some 80,000 
documents he left behind. 
As of last Friday, when Digi¬ 
tal Einstein was introduced, 
anyone with an Internet 
connection is now able 
to share in the letters, pa¬ 
pers, postcards, notebooks 
and diaries that Einstein 
left scattered in Princeton 


and in other archives, at¬ 
tics and shoeboxes around 
the world when he died in 
1955. The Einstein Papers 
Project, currently edited by 
Diana Kormos-Buchwald, 
a professor of physics and 
the history of science at 
the California Institute of 
Technology, has already 
published 13 volumes in 
print out of a projected 30. 
The published volumes 
contain about 5,000 docu¬ 
ments that bring Einstein’s 
story up to 1923, when he 
turned 44, in ever-thicker, 
black-jacketed, hard¬ 
bound books, dense with 
essays, footnotes and an¬ 
notations detailing the 


political, personal and 
cultural life of the day. A 
separate set of white pa¬ 
perback volumes contains 
English translations. Digi¬ 
tized versions of many of 
Einstein’s papers and let¬ 
ters have been available 
on the Einstein Archives of 
the Hebrew University. 
Visitors to the new Digital 
Einstein website, Kormos- 
Buchwald said in an email, 
will be able to toggle be¬ 
tween the English and Ger¬ 
man versions of the texts. 
They can dance among 
Einstein’s love letters, his 
divorce file, his high school 
transcript, the notebook in 
which he worked out his 


general theory of relativity 
and letters to his lifelong 
best friend, Michele Besso, 
among many other pos¬ 
sibilities. Einstein, who like 
many other 20-year-old 
college students did not 
lack for a sense of self¬ 
dramatization, once wrote 
to his sister, Maja, “If every¬ 
body lived a life like mine, 
there would be no need 
for novels.” As it would 
turn out, he did not know 
the half of it. The 14th vol¬ 
ume, with more than 1,000 
documents, is due in Janu¬ 
ary. The digital versions 
are available at einstein- 
papers. press, prince ton. 
edu.Q 
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Golden Years: 

Of the Right Age, but Can’t Seem to Stay Retired 


ELIZABETH OLSON 
© 2014 New York Times 

Suzy Boerboom, a regis¬ 
tered nurse, retired - for 
the first time - after a 35- 
year career in health care 
and ownership of several 
Curves exercise franchis¬ 
es. She then devoted five 
years helping her three 
daughters raise their chil¬ 
dren. 

“I was very close to both 
my grandmothers,” Boer¬ 
boom said, “and I wanted 
the same relationship with 
my grandchildren.” But af- 

ll»H 


ter several years, she felt 
too restless to retire, she 
said. “I just didn’t feel rel¬ 
evant,” Boerboom, now 
66, said. “I was beginning 
to feel a little bored and a 
bit out of the mainstream.” 
So in 2009, she started Wel- 
cyon. Fitness After 50, a 
health club business that 
aims to help older people 
become fit and stay that 
way. Boerboom, working 
with her husband, Tom, 
from their Edina, Minne¬ 
sota, headquarters, is now 
busy franchising the cen¬ 
ters. 

Boerboom said she 
“failed" at retirement, join¬ 
ing a group of people who 
sometimes are labeled 
workaholics or, more kind¬ 
ly, “driven achievers,” who 
work simply because they 
love it. For many, the “ideal 


retirement includes work in 
some capacity,” says Ken 
Dychtwald, founder and 
chief executive of Age 
Wave, a group that re¬ 
searches the aging popu¬ 
lation. 

Many retirement dropouts 
are highfliers who land right 
back in the executive mix. 
Of course, many over 55 
work to pay the bills, but 
others just want to keep 
busy, so they help a family 
member's business. 

These workers are swelling 
the ranks of the workforce 


ages 55 years and older. 
There are more people in 
fhe retiremenf-age work¬ 
force than at any time 
since the 1960s, the federal 
Bureau of Labor Stafistics 
has found. Abouf 33 mil¬ 
lion seniors are employed, 
up 49 percent from the 23 
million such workers a de¬ 
cade ago, according to 
the government data. 

This is a reversal from the 
1950s when, benefiting 
from Social Security and 
company pensions, peo¬ 
ple began retiring at ear¬ 
lier ages than ever before. 
In 1960, according to fed¬ 
eral statistics, only about 
40 percent of workers over 
55 were in the labor force 
compared with nearly 
twice as many, or 80 per¬ 
cent, in 1900, an era when 
relatively few people ever 


left work unless they had to 
because of illness or physi¬ 
cal disability. 

By the 1970s, the percent¬ 
age of the upper-age la¬ 
bor force fell even further, 
to the 30 percent range. 
But it began climbing back 
up again in the late 2000s, 
spurred by the economic 
collapse in 2008. This year, 
the 55-and-older segment 
returned to 1960s levels 
of around 40 percent, as 
many people work to re¬ 
build their retirement sav¬ 
ings or supplement their 


Social Security payments. 
But financial need and the 
desire for new challenge 
are not the only factors 
driving how workers ap¬ 
proach retirement. People 
are looking at decades, 
instead of years, of retire¬ 
ment, and they are rethink¬ 
ing traditional pastimes like 
travel, golf and bridge. 

As a result, a preponder¬ 
ance of the people in their 
50s want to work in some 
capacity. Dychtwald said 
that three-fourths of those 
older than 50 queried in a 
recent study by Age Wave 
and Merrill Lynch Global 
Wealth Management, said 
they wanted to work. The 
“Work in Retirement: Myths 
and Motivations” study, 
which was conducted last 
March, found that about 
two years before retire¬ 


ment, more than half of 
those who plan to work af¬ 
ter age 55 are taking “sub¬ 
stantial steps" to prepare 
for their next work experi¬ 
ence, which could include 
updating their skills or look¬ 
ing to expand a hobby, 
and about 54 percent felt 
financially prepared for re¬ 
tirement. Further exploring 
motivation, an AARP sur¬ 
vey, conducted in Janu¬ 
ary, found that about a 
third of retirement-age 
people said they worked 
because they enjoyed it. 
That is equal to the per¬ 
centage of those who said 
they had to work for finan¬ 
cial reasons, according to 
the study called “Staying 
Ahead of the Curve: The 
AARP Work and Career 
Study.” The AARP research 
found that 55 percent of 
refirees are employed 
volunfarily, including fhe 
25 percent who reported 
working because they 
wanted to be physically or 
mentally active. The study 
queried 1,502 people 45 
through 74. Such “driven 
achievers” include Ronald 
E. Stewart, chief executive 
of PRGX Global, a business 
analytics and information 
services provider, who seg¬ 
ued from a 30-year career 
at what is now Accenture, 
beginning in the 1980s. He 
prepared for a postretire¬ 
ment life without a work¬ 
place, but also kept look¬ 
ing for business opportuni¬ 
ties. “I was the oldest guy in 
the Atlanta office,” he said 
of his 2007 retirement at 53, 
and “I was tired of being 
constantly on the road for 
work.” After winding down 
for a brief period, he de¬ 
cided to keep his hand in 
the working world by start¬ 
ing a private equity invest¬ 
ment firm with former col¬ 
leagues. 

“It was a little bit of a toe 
in the water,” he said of 
the venture. But then an 
unexpected opportunity 
enticed him to pursue 
a completely new busi¬ 
ness. In 2008, he opened 
a hamburger restaurant 
with a young man he had 
mentored for years while 
volunteering for Atlanta’s 
“Big Brothers, Big Sisters” 
program. □ 



Suzy Boerboom, chief executive of Welcyon, Fitness After 50, at one of her gyms in Edina, Minn. 
The number of people in the work force who are past retirement age is growing: Some are 
highfliers who land right back in the executive mix, many work to pay the bills, but others just 
want to keep busy. “1 just didn’t feel relevant,” Boerboom said. “I was beginning to feel a little 
bored, and a bit out of the mainstream.” 

(Jenn Ackerman/The New York Times) 



Second bitcoin 
auction draws 
fewer bidders 

SYDNEY EMBER 
© 2014 New York Times 

Investors’ enthusiasm for bit- 
coin may be waning. 

The U.S. Marshals Service 
said that 11 registered bid¬ 
ders had taken part in the 
most recent auction and 
that the agency had re¬ 
ceived 27 bids, far fewer 
than the 45 bidders and 63 
bids the agency received 
in the first bitcoin auction in 
June. 

The auction last week was 
for 50,000 bitcoins, worth 
around $19 million, seized in 
connection with the now- 
defunct online marketplace 
Silk Road. The site was shut 
down in October 2013 after 
the authorities said it was a 
marketplace for illegal drugs 
and other illicit activities. In 
the auction five months ago, 
the Marshals Service sold 
nearly 30,000 bitcoins. Some 
of the same prominent in¬ 
vestors who participated in 
the Marshals Service’s first 
auction again submitted 
bids this time. SecondMar- 
ket and Pantera Bitcoin both 
allowed customers to bid 
through syndicates. 

Some bidders in the first 
auction chose to sit out last 
week. The Bitcoin Shop did 
not participate in the auc¬ 
tion. Nor did Rangeley Capi¬ 
tal. Alex Waters, the chief 
executive and co-founder 
of Coin Apex, who ap¬ 
peared to send his bid live 
on Bloomberg Television dur¬ 
ing the first auction, also did 
not bid this time. Coinbase, 
a bitcoin payment proces¬ 
sor, declined to comment. 
The results of the Marshals 
Service’s first auction may 
have dissuaded bidders 
from participating in the 
second auction, said Gil 
Luria, an analyst with Wed- 
bush Securities. 

“The big difference is that 
people already saw how 
last time went,” Luria said. 
Although the Marshals Ser¬ 
vice did not announce the 
price of Draper’s winning 
bid, it is widely assumed 
among bitcoin investors that 
he bid above bitcoin’s mar¬ 
ket price at the time. As a re¬ 
sult, some investors who had 
hoped to get a bargain last 
time saw little point in partic¬ 
ipating in this auction.Q 












FROM THE NEW YORK TIMESI^L , 


Class Prejudice Resurgent 



DAVID BROOKS 
© 2014 New York Times 

One of the features of all the 
Ferguson discussion over the 
past few months is how tinny the 
comparisons to the civil-rights era 
have sounded. People have tried 
to link Ferguson to Selma and Jim 
Crow, but something is off. 

That’s, in part, because we’ve 
moved from simplicity to am¬ 
biguity. The civil rights struggle 
was about as clear a conflict 
between right and wrong as we 
get in national life. The debate 
about Ferguson elicited complex 
reactions among most sensible 
people. 

This complexity was best ex¬ 
pressed in the short essay that 
Benjamin Watson, a New Orleans 
Saints tight end, posted on Face- 
book, which went viral. Watson 
listed 12 different emotions the 
Ferguson mess aroused, includ¬ 
ing: 

“I’m ANGRY because stories of 
injustice that have been passed 
down for generations seem to be 
continuing before our very eyes. 
... I’m OFFENDED because of the 
insulting comments I’ve seen. 
... I’m INTROSPECTIVE because 
sometimes I want to take ‘our’ 
side without looking at the facts 
in situations like these.” 

But the other reason that the civil- 
rights era comparisons were in¬ 
apt is because the nature of rac¬ 
ism has changed. There has been 
a migration away from prejudice 
based on genetics to prejudice 
based on class. 

Let me explain with a historical 
detour. In 18th- and 19th-century 
Britain, there was a division be¬ 
tween “respectable” society and 
those who lived in slums that were 
sometimes known as rookeries 
(because the neighborhoods 
reminded people of rock faces 
where thieving crows lived in little 
nooks and crannies). 

The people who lived in these 
slums were often described as 
more like animals than human 
beings. For example, in an 1889 
essay in The Palace Journal, Ar¬ 
thur Morrison described, “Dark, 
silent, uneasy shadows passing 
and crossing - human vermin in 
this reeking sink, like goblin ex¬ 
halations from all that is noxious 
around. Women with sunken, 
black-rimmed eyes, whose pallid 
faces appear and vanish by the 
light of an occasional gas lamp, 
and look so like ill-covered skulls 
that we start at their stare.” 
“Proper” people of that era had 
both a disgust and fascination for 
those who lived in these untouch¬ 
able realms. They went slumming 
into the poor neighborhoods, a 


sort of poverty tourism that is the 
equivalent of today’s reality TV or 
the brawlers that appear on “The 
Jerry Springer Show.” 

Today we once again have a 
sharp social divide between 
people who live in the “respect¬ 
able” meritocracy and those 
who live beyond it. In one world 
almost everybody you meet has 
at least been to college, and 
people have very little contact 
with features that are sometimes 
a part of the other world: prison, 
meth, payday loans, a flowering 
of nonmarriage family types. In 
one world, people assume they 
can control their destinies. In the 
other, some people embrace the 
now common motto: “It don’t 
make no difference.” 

Widening class distances pro¬ 
duce class prejudice, classism. 
This is a prejudice based on vis¬ 
ceral attitudes about compe¬ 
tence. People in the “respect¬ 
able” class have meritocratic 
virtues: executive function, grit, 
a capacity for delayed gratifica¬ 
tion. The view about those in the 
untouchable world is that they 
are short on these things. They 
are disorganized. They are violent 
and scary. 

This belief has some grains of truth 
because of childhood trauma, 
the stress of poverty and other 
things. But this view metastasizes 
into a vicious, intellectually lazy 
stereotype. Before long, animal¬ 
istic imagery is used to describe 
these human beings. 

This class prejudice is applied to 
both the white and black poor, 
whose demographic traits are 
converging. But classism com¬ 
bines with latent and historic 
racism to create a particularly 
malicious brew. People are now 
assigned a whole range of sup¬ 
posedly underclass traits based 
on a single glimpse at skin color. 
During the civil-rights era there 
was always a debate about 
what was a civil-rights issue and 
what was an economic or so¬ 
cial issue. Now that distinction 
has been obliterated. Every civil- 
rights issue is also an economic 
and social issue. Classism inter¬ 
twines with racism. It’s often said 
after events like Ferguson that 
we need a national conversation 
on race. That’s a bit true. We all 
need to improve our capacity for 
sympathetic understanding, our 
capacity to imaginatively place 
ourselves in the minds of other 
people with experiences differ¬ 
ent from our own. Conversation 
can help, though I suspect nov¬ 
els, works of art and books like 
Claude Brown’s “Manchild in the 
Promised Land” work better. 

But, ultimately, we don’t need a 
common conversation; we need 
a common project. If the nation 
works together to improve social 
mobility for the poor of all races, 
through projects like President 
Barack Obama’s My Brother’s 
Keeper initiative, then social dis¬ 
tance will decline, classism will 
decline and racial prejudice will 
obliquely decline as well. 

In a friendship, people don’t sit 
around talking about their friend¬ 
ship. They do things together. 
Through common endeavor 
people overcome difference to 
become friends.□ 



The Gift That Keeps Giving 



THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN 
© 2014 New York Times 

Flying into New York the other 
day, I got my first good look at 
the Freedom Tower, now known 
as 1 World Trade Center, the 
skyscraper that sits atop 9/11 ’s 
ground zero. It does, indeed, 
scrape the sky, topping out at a 
patriotic 1,776 feet. Thirteen years 
after 9/11, I appreciate the na¬ 
tionalist pride that, while terrorists 
can knock down our buildings, 
we can just build them right back 
up. Take that, Osama bin Laden. 
If only the story ended there. 
Alas, bin Laden really did mess 
us up, and continues to do so. 
We’ve erased the ruins of the 
World Trade Center, but the for¬ 
eign policy of fear that 9/11 in¬ 
stilled is still very much inside us 
- too much so. It remains the sub¬ 
text of so much that we do in the 
world today, which is why it’s the 
subtitle of a new book by David 
Rothkopf, “National Insecurity: 
American Leadership in an Age 
of Fear.” 

Much of the book is an inside look 
at how foreign policy was made 
under the two presidents since 
9/11. But, in many ways, the real 
star of the book, the ubershaper 
of everything, is this “age of fear” 
that has so warped our institu¬ 
tions and policy priorities. Will it 
ever go away or will bin Laden 
be forever that gift that keeps 
on giving? This is the question I 
emailed to Rothkopf, the editor 
of Foreign Policy magazine. 

“The post-9/11 era will not be 
seen as a golden age in U.S. 
foreign policy,” he responded. 
“Largely, this is because 9/11 was 
such an emotional blow to the 
U.S. that it, in an instant, changed 


our worldview, creating a height¬ 
ened sense of vulnerability.” In 
response, “not only did we over¬ 
state the threat, we reordered 
our thinking to make it the cen¬ 
tral organizing principle in shap¬ 
ing our foreign policy.” 

This was a mistake on many lev¬ 
els, Rothkopf insisted: “Not only 
did it produce the overreaction 
and excesses of the Bush years, 
but it also produced the swing in 
the opposite direction of Obama 
- who was both seeking to be 
the un-Bush and yet was afraid 
of appearing weak on this front 
himself” - hence doubling down 
in Afghanistan and re-intervening 
in Iraq, in part out of fear that if 
he didn’t, and we got hit with a 
terrorist attack, he’d be blamed. 
Fear of being blamed by the 
fearful has become a potent 
force in our politics. We’ve now 
spent over a decade, Rothkopf 
added, “reacting to fear, to a 
very narrow threat, letting it rede¬ 
fine us, and failing to rise as we 
should to the bigger challenges 
we face - whether those involved 
rebuilding at home, the reorder¬ 
ing of world power, changing 
economic models that no longer 
create jobs and wealth the way 
they used to” or forging “new in¬ 
ternational institutions because 
the old ones are antiquated and 
dysfunctional.” 

To put it another way, he said - 
and I agree with this - the focus 
on terrorism, combined with our 
gotcha politics, has “killed cre¬ 
ative thinking” in Washington, 
let alone anything “aspirational” 
in our foreign policy. Look at the 
time and money Republicans 
forced us to spend debating 
whether the Benghazi, Libya, 
consulate attack was a terrorist 
plot or a spontaneous event - 
while focusing not a whit on the 
real issue: what a bipartisan fail¬ 
ure our whole removal of Libya’s 
dictator turned out to be, what 
we should learn from that and 
how, maybe, to fix it. 

I have sympathy for President 
Barack Obama having to deal 
with this mess of a world, where 
the key threats come from crum¬ 


bling states that can be man¬ 
aged only by rebuilding them 
at a huge cost, with uncertain 
outcomes and dodgy partners. 
Americans don’t want that job. 
Yet these disorderly states cre¬ 
ate openings for low-probability, 
high-impact terrorism, where the 
one-in-a-million lucky shot can re¬ 
ally hurt us. No president wants to 
be on duty when that happens 
either. Yet many more Americans 
were killed in their cars by deer 
last year than by terrorists. I don’t 
think Obama has done that bad¬ 
ly navigating all these contradic¬ 
tions. He has done a terrible job 
explaining what he is doing and 
connecting his restraint with any 
larger policy goals at home or 
abroad. 

Argues Gautam Mukunda, a 
professor at the Harvard Business 
School and author of “Indispens¬ 
able: When Leaders Really Mat¬ 
ter,” our overreliance on fenc¬ 
ing, so to speak, since 9/11 has 
distracted us from building re¬ 
silience the way we used to, by 
investing in education, infrastruc¬ 
ture, immigration, government- 
funded research and rules that 
incentivize risk-taking but prevent 
recklessness. 

“We used to invest in those things 
more than anyone,” said Mukun¬ 
da, “because they offered high- 
probability, high-impact returns.” 
Now we don’t, and we are less 
resilient as a result - no mat¬ 
ter how many walls we put up. 
We’re also not investing enough 
in the low-probability, high-pay¬ 
off innovations - like the Internet 
or GPS - that have distinguished 
us as a nation and add to our 
resilience. “We live in a world 
where small bets can have huge 
returns,” said Mukunda. 

When you look at the effort our 
leaders now expend prevent¬ 
ing low-probability, high-impact 
terrorist attacks - or protecting 
themselves from charges of not 
having done so - compared with 
rethinking and investing in the 
proven sources of our strength 
in this era of rapid change, 
said Mukunda, “it’s way out of 
balance.”□ 













MONDAY 8 DECEMBER 


^ICOMICS 


Mutts 



6 Chix 


WE DID SO HAVE 
THAT TECHNOLOGY, 
WE CALLED IT 
"THUMB TWIDDLING 





Banned an 


Blondie 



Mother Goose & Grimm 


ROLLEP-UP 



WHQA^KNOW TWSR6S 

a fne-paq m\rm 

PERIOD BEFORE000 
CAN BW ONE OF 
THESE BABIES 



» | 


Baby Blues 





Conceptis Sudoku 



2 


1 




5 


9 

4 



2 


6 


8 



3 



7 


1 


8 



5 



7 




1 



4 



8 




7 



3 



2 


3 


4 



5 



2 


8 


5 



3 

1 


6 




1 


9 



Difficulty Level ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Taxi 

4 Chiropractors’ 
targets, usually 

9 boy!”; new 
parents’ cry 

13 Is in the red 

15 Without 
companions 

16 _ and void; 
not valid 

17 Feeble 

18 Friendlier 

19 Metal clothing 
fastener 

20 One who 
commandeers 
a plane in flight 

22 Scottish caps 

23 “The _ Star 
State”; Texas 

24 Orang or chimp 

26 Canada’s 

capital 

29 Hurlinq weapon 
of old 

34 Spin around 

35 Book leaves 

36 Cutting tool 

37 Chain piece 

38 Sat for an artist 

39 City fellow on a 
ranch 

40 Humpty 
Dumpty, e.g. 

41 Monetary 
penalties 

42 TV’s Milton _ 

43 Seminary class 

45 Like a camel’s 
back 

46 Rather plain 
hairstyle 

47 Rib or clavicle 

48 Mediocre 

51 Kooky 

56 Bangkok native 

57 Fill with joy 

58 Cast-_skillet 

60 Lubricates 

61 River floats 

62 Wisk rival 

63 Keats or Kilmer 

64 Sugarcoated 

65 Make clothes 

DOWN 

1 Calf’s mother 
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2 Astounds 

3 Bird’s bill 

4 Yellow fruit 

5 Wonderland girl 

6 Rooster 

7 Leg joint 

8 Having a 
toothed edge 

9 Part of the foot 

10 Albacore, e.g. 

11 Close angrily 

12 “Heidi” setting 
14 Songbird 

21 Plump flesh of 
the lower jaw 

25 Daddies 

26 Baby hooter 

27 Femur’s place 

28 Slight coloring 

29 at the Bat” 

30 Grows old 

31 Seize power 
forcefully 

32 Soup server’s 
implement 

33 Suit coat fabric 

35 Ping-_ 

38 Covered wagon 
passengers 


39 Shameful mark 
for a student 

41 Respiratory 
bug, for short 

42 Tap a baseball 

44 Woodwind 
player 

45 Truthful 

47 Singer Midler 


48 Go no further 

49 Canton’s state 

50 Store event 

52 Talon 

53 Lunch spot 

54 Fleur-de-lis 

55 Word with ZIP 
or Morse 

59 Just purchased 
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Madshus Cross-Country Skis Evolve With the Times 



In an undated handout photo, Madshus eMpower XC smart skis. At the factory, a radio-frequency 
identification chip with near-field communication, or NFC, capability is inserted in the skis. Then, 
when the skis are delivered to retail outlets, sales personnel and customers can build a profile us¬ 
ing an Acer tablet and custom software. 

(Ian Coble via The New York Times) 


JACK BELL 

© 2014 New York Times 

For years, many people 
thought of the cross¬ 
country skier as either a 
solitary tree hugger out in 
the woods, icicles hang¬ 
ing from a frozen beard, or 
perhaps as a perfect hu¬ 
man specimen struggling 
across the finish line of a 
long race in Finland and 
promptly vomiting onto the 
snow. 

While those images may 
endure, the sport has ex¬ 
perienced a renaissance 
of sorts among millions of 
health-conscious Ameri¬ 
cans eager to burn 300 to 
700 calories an hour when 
the winter chill and snow 
on the ground keep them 
from their regular outdoor 
exercise, like jogging or bik¬ 
ing. 

According to Snowsports 
Industries America, a trade 
group, more than 3 mil¬ 
lion Americans took to the 
trails in 2013-14. Like Alpine 
skiing, cross-country skiing 
appeals to an affluent and 
educated clientele: 49 per¬ 
cent of cross-country skiers 
have household incomes 
of more than $75,000 and 
59 percent have a bach¬ 
elor’s degree or higher. 
Even as the sport has be¬ 
come popular and more 
mainstream, the prosaic ski 
has been slower to evolve. 
The choices are still be¬ 
tween waxable and wax¬ 
less skis. But the digital age 
is coming, particularly with 
the Madshus eMpower XC 
series of smart skis. 


“We wanted to create 
a finished product that is 
perfect,” said Chris Mc¬ 
Cullough, the global brand 
manager for K2 Outdoor, 
the parent company of 
Madshus skis. 

Fie added, “A tag goes 
into the ski and gives it a 
unique signature, one mi¬ 
crochip per ski." 

Madshus was founded in 
1906 by Martin Madshus in 
a barn in Vardal, Norway. 
It has been based in the vil¬ 
lage of Biri since 1972 and, 
with Asnes, is one of the 
two remaining ski manu¬ 
facturers in Norway, home 
to thousands of cross¬ 
country skiers. 

What’s smart about these 
skis? First, the guesswork 
about which ski to buy is 
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TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
RENAISSANCE (one bedroom) 
Week room price 
48/49 551 $5500 
30 515 $4600 

42 103 $6000 

15 327 $6500 

37/38 548 $5750 
19 547 $5000 

LA CABANA 

Week 44 room 334B $1,850 

PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

Week 29 room 129, 2 bedroom 
$5,500 

Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 


mostly eliminated by the 
microchip embedded in 
each ski. 

The proper fitting for cross¬ 
country skis is not rocket 
science, but the infusion of 
digital technology promis¬ 
es to make it more precise. 
An optimum experience 
for the skier depends on 
skis with the correct flexibil¬ 
ity, length and stiffness. 

Af the factory, a radio-fre¬ 
quency identification chip 


with near-field communi- 
cafion, or NFC, capability 
is inserted in the skis. Then, 
when the skis are deliv¬ 
ered to retail outlets, sales 
personnel and customers 
can build a profile using 
an Acer fablet and custom 
software. 

The software calls for en¬ 
tering the skier’s height (in 
centimeters) and weight 
(in kilograms), and level of 
ability, ski style (classical 
or skate) and experience. 
Customers are immediate¬ 
ly pointed to a selection of 
skis in store inventory that fit 
the profile. 

“I’m not really clear on how 
it all works, but it expands 
on a tool for the salesper¬ 
son, the wax zones, the 
profile,” said Ted Clarke, 
an avid biker and skier who 
was checking out new skis 
at the Skirack in Burling¬ 
ton, Vermont, recently and 
speaking through a Skype 
video hookup. 

“It does help me decide 
which skis to buy,” he 
continued. “It’s all on the 
screen. It’s nice to know 
my options rather than 
guesswork. I like being able 
to see the data. ”□ 
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PHARMACY 

Oranjestad: Oduber Tel: 582-1780 
San Nicolas: Centro Medico Tel: 584-5794 


INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 

December 8 

Monarch 
AIDAIuna 

Aruba Aiport 524-2424 

American Airline 582-2700 

Avianca 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 588-1900 

Insel Air 588-9314 

Jet Blue 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 582-7117 

Tiara Air 588-4272 

Venezolana 583-7674 



FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh 582-4433 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 

Arubano 

Teh 583-3808 _ 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Their Own Private Green Incubator in Vermont 


SANDY KEENAN 
© 2014 New York Times 
WARREN, Vt. - Dotty Kyle 
and Eric Brattstrom had 
an ambitious vision for the 
home they would build 
when they sold their bed- 
and-breakfast here seven 
years ago and retired. 

They were environmental 
and community advo¬ 
cates, so they wanted it to 
be as sustainable as pos¬ 
sible - ideally net-zero, pro¬ 
ducing as much energy 


hydraulic elevator, so they 
could age in place. And 
a separate apartment for 
the inevitable time when 
extra help was needed. 
The indoor pool was just for 
fun. 

“We sold a nine-bedroom 
B&B and then pretty much 
re-created it right up the 
street,” said Kyle, who is 
now 78, shaking her head 
with the kind of clarity only 
hindsight affords. 

“I was an idiot and built a 


ity for electricity, because 
they generate more than 
they consume, sending 
the overage back into the 
grid. 

And because Brattstrom 
did most of the labor him¬ 
self, using trees cleared 
from the property, the cost 
of the whole compound 
was $100 a square foot, 
or somewhere between 
$500,000 and $600,000 for 
the house, garage and 
outbuildings like the chick¬ 


mental engineering since 
the 1970s, he said, when 
he slapped some crude 
homemade panels on 
his roof in an effort to get 
more hot water. 

“That first system was cop¬ 
per and plywood and 
glass," he said. 

But he really got going af¬ 
ter reading Al Gore’s 1992 
book, “The Earth in Bal¬ 
ance: Ecology and the Hu¬ 
man Spirit.” 

Now he and Kyle anchor 



The 5,000-square-foot home of Dotty Kyle and Eric Brattstrom, environmental and community advocates in Warren, Vt. Railed 
rooftop walkways provide access to 71 photovoltaic panels, which have provided enough energy that they've never written a 
check for electricity in seven years since building the home. (Tony Cenicola/The New York Times) 


as it used. And because 
they would be living on a 
modest fixed income, they 
needed to make sure it 
was inexpensive to main¬ 
tain. 

But they didn’t want to 
scrimp on luxury or size, 
so against their archi¬ 
tect’s advice they insist¬ 
ed on 5,000 square feet, 
enough space to accom¬ 
modate all their children 
and grandchildren at the 
same time. And a $30,000 


house that was way too 
complicated and labor- 
intensive,” said Brattstrom, 
also 78. “Only a masochist 
could enjoy it.” 

The good news? The house 
is very inexpensive to oper¬ 
ate. 

With 71 photovoltaic and 
eight solar hot-water col¬ 
lectors, there is plenty of 
free power. In fact, in the 
seven years they’ve lived 
here, they’ve never written 
a check to the public util¬ 


en coop, which is heated 
in the winter organically, 
using compost. 

That’s just one example 
of the couple’s willingness 
to try almost any newfan¬ 
gled sustainable strategy 
in what has become their 
own private incubator for 
green building science. 
Brattstrom, a geologist by 
training and a commercial 
construction manager for 
most of his working life, has 
been interested in environ¬ 


their small town's energy 
committee, one of about 
170 in Vermont charged 
with figuring out how the 
state can meet its goal of 
having a 90 percent re¬ 
newable energy supply 
by 2050. And Yestermor- 
row, the well-known de- 
sign-build school based in 
Waitsfield, often sends its 
students over to study Brat¬ 
tstrom 's green construc¬ 
tion techniques: his super- 
insulating wizardry, fancy 


ceiling constructs and tight 
walls (some of the exterior 
ones are more than a foot 
thick). 

Gaelen Brown, who teach¬ 
es at Yestermorrow and 
advised the couple on 
their composting system, 
said he is “uber impressed" 
by their experimentation. 
“Dotty and Eric are cre¬ 
ative and open-minded,” 
he said. “Not your typical 
homeowners.” 

But all that creativity can 
be difficult to manage. 
For months now, Kyle has 
been gathering photos 
and graphics, and working 
off her husband's scrawled 
notes, in an effort to pro¬ 
duce a manual that ex¬ 
plains which levers do what 
and what combination of 
heating systems should be 
deployed in various sea¬ 
sons and weather condi¬ 
tions (those systems include 
the solar array, a mile of ra¬ 
diant heating divided into 
15 zones, a wood-pellet 
boiler and a super-efficient 
fireplace that distributes its 
heat through ductwork to 
various parts of the house). 
It's not the kind of place 
you can up and leave for, 
say, a week’s vacation in 
Florida. And it is hard to 
imagine who would take 
this on if it ever hit the real 
estate market. Perhaps 
someone who wouldn't 
mind raising and lowering 
the 56 insulating interior 
shades, a task that must be 
done every day. 

When Brattstrom is away, 
it's hard for Kyle to run the 
place by herself, espe¬ 
cially when she has to lift 
the heavy bags of wood 
pellets into the boiler or 
climb onto the steep, slip¬ 
pery widow's walk over the 
barn to sweep snow and 
ice off fhe solar panels so 
fhey can function effec¬ 
tively. “I’m starting to have 
a bit of vertigo,” she said of 
that particular task.Q 
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‘Hunger Games’ dominates slow box office weekend 



Jennifer Lawrence portrays Katniss Everdeen, right, and Liam Hemsworth portrays Gale 
Hawthorne in a scene from “The Hunger Games: Mockingjay Part 1.” 

(AP Photo/Lionsgate, Murray Close) 


LINDSEY BAHR 
AP Film Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — “The 
Hunger Games: Mock¬ 
ingjay - Part 1 ” continues 
to dominate the domes¬ 
tic box office, but awards 
season hopefuls “Wild” 
and “The Imitation Game” 
proved their might with 
impressive limited release 
showings on this sleepy 
post-Thanksgiving week¬ 
end. 

In its third weekend in re¬ 
lease, “Mockingjay - Part 
1” earned an estimated 
$21.6 million. Lionsgate’s 
penultimate chapter in 
the massively successful 
franchise has now earned 
$257.7 million domestically, 
according to studio esti¬ 
mates Sunday. 

And yet, even though 
“Mockingjay - Part 1 ” is on 
track to become the sec¬ 
ond-highest grossing mov¬ 
ie of the year by mid-week, 
it’s still about $78 million shy 
of where the previous in¬ 
stallment, “Catching Fire,” 


was in its third weekend just 
last year. 

For Paul Dergarabedian, 
senior media analyst for 
box office tracker Rent- 
rak, this deficit is only con¬ 


cerning for the overall box 
office, which is down 4.6 
percent for fhe year. “We 
are nearing fhe finish line 
for 2014 and that is a lot 
of ground fo make up, but 


luckily we have some big 
movies on the way,” he 
says of “Into the Woods," 
“’Exodus: Gods and Kings," 
“’Annie,” “’Night at the Mu¬ 
seum: Secret of the Tomb” 


and “Unbroken." 

While audiences wait for 
that fresh fare, some sfill 
turned out to catch up with 
the leftovers. DreamWorks 
Animation's “Penguins of 
Madagascar” took second 
place with $11.1 million in 
its second weekend, while 
the raunchy Warner Bros, 
comedy “Horrible Bosses 
2" claimed third place 
with $8.6 million. The fourth 
and fifth place spots went 
to Disney’s animated “Big 
Hero 6” and Paramount's 
space odyssey “Interstel¬ 
lar,” which earned $8.13 
million and $8.0 million re¬ 
spectively. “The Pyramid,” 
Fox's R-rated horror film, just 
barely cracked the top 10 
in its debut weekend with 
a less-than-stellar $1.35 mil¬ 
lion from 589 locations. 

“It's one of those status 
quo, boring weekends. But 
it’s not boring in the spe¬ 
cialized or indie world,” 
Dergarabedian said. “For 
me that’s where the ex¬ 
citement is. 





Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 

jjso t f S U mutter ofprestige und cpiulity ... With the purchase of $ 20 _+^up^ present this ad 


With the purchase of $20 + up, present this ad 
and receive a FREE Arubiha Cigar 

ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest export 
product of Aruba, locally produced hand rolled 
cigars called “Aruhiba”. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar business and 
has also sold Premium Cuban Cigars, and now 
he is growing his own tobacco crops. After 
many attempts and trips to Santo Domingo and 
Cuba, he started his own production and 
cultivation of Aruhiba Cigars in Aruba. The 
whole process took him 10 years to perfect. 

Petrocchi dedication to the cigars is important 
for the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their 
handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers 
Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the 
international markets as well. Visit their retail store located in front of the Historic Dutch 
Windmill in front of the RIO Hotel, with any purchase of $20 and up you receive a free 
“Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from 
Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on Sundays from 10 am to 4 pm. Aruhiba 
cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 

available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. Winner of the 
best of Aruba. The best local product. 
Cigars in Tubes Arabian design. 

For a group or private tour, call 586-7833 / 
593-6177 or send them an email at 
arahibacigars@gmail. com 
www. arahibacigars .com 


Owner Benjamin Petrocchi 
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Tom Hanks, Sting among 5 Kennedy Center honorees 


BRETT ZONGKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Her¬ 
alded as a musical genius 
who rose from a British ship¬ 
yard hometown to make 
his mark. Sting will receive 
the nation's highest hon¬ 
or Sunday for influencing 


American culture through 
the arts. 

Top performers and power 
players from Hollywood, 
Broadway and Washington 
have gathered to honor 
five artists who will receive 
this year’s Kennedy Cen¬ 
ter Honors. Tom Hanks, Lily 


Tomlin, singer Al Green and 
ballerina Patricia McBride 
will join Sting in receiving 
the arts prize. 

Sting broke out in 1978 with 
his band The Police with 
such hits as “Roxanne” 
and later “Every Breath 
You Take” before start- 
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3 Course Lobster/International Menu 

Indulge in any of our S uppetiim, <hakt oflQiupvrb main dhtm & 
matt away with a delirious dessert, 

for only $ 42.00 P*P. !! 
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Ala carte menu available upon request 



Sm i. 




Luxury Villas, Town Homes & Condos 

Contact us by email at info@goldcoastaruba.com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U.S. 1-866-978-5770 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 


PRICE STARTING FROM $299,000 


Visit us for Your Island Dream Home Ownership 
Monthly Mortgage Payments 
starting from $1,650 


(jjobl (/o&aC 

v Malmok-Aruba 



2014 Kennedy Center Honoree Tom Hanks and Rita Wilson 
pose for photos on the red carpet at the State Department 
Dinner for the Kennedy Center Honors on Saturday, Dec. 6, 

2014 at the State Department in Washington. 

(AP Photo/Kevin Wolf) 


ing his solo career. He has 
been performing for four 
decades and has won 16 
Grammy Awards. 

Bruce Springsteen, who of¬ 
fered a toast for Sting at a 
State Department dinner 
Saturday, said the breadth 
and depth of Sting’s tal¬ 
ents are intimidating as he 
crosses from folk music to 
jazz, classical, pop, rock 
and reggae. On Tuesday, 
Sting will join the Broadway 
cast of “The Last Ship,” his 
musical about his home¬ 
town. 

“Sting makes me feel like 
a musical Neanderthal. 
When we get together, 
we always have the same 
argument. He insists that 
there are more than three 
chords, while I insist that 
there are not,” Springsteen 
said. "In an age of musical 
homogenization, no one 
has ever sounded or sang 
like my friend.” 

Sting, 63, told The Associ¬ 
ated Press he was bewil¬ 
dered by the honor. 

“You know, for an English¬ 
man to receive this reward, 
it's not unique, but it's rare, 
and I take that pretty seri¬ 


ously,” he said. "To come 
to this country in 1978 with 
no prospects at all and 
then to end up here with 
the secretary of state, it's 
quite a journey. So I don't 
take it for granted.” 
President Barack Obama 
will salute the honorees 
Sunday at the White House 
before a gala performance 
in their honor hosted by co¬ 
median Stephen Colbert. 
The show will be broadcast 
Dec. 30 on CBS. 

Filmmaker George Stevens 
Jr., who created the Ken¬ 
nedy Center Honors and 
produces the show each 
year, said Hanks, 58, stands 
apart as "one of the great 
actors of his generation or 
any generation.” 

Hanks created powerful 
characters in films that in¬ 
clude “Philadelphia,” "For¬ 
rest Gump,” "Apollo 13,” 
"Saving Private Ryan” and 
2013’s “Captain Phillips.” 
“Each one was shaped by 
the same man’s imagina¬ 
tion,” Stevens said. “Each 
one has clarity, honesty, hu¬ 
mor, humanity, and each 
one has a deep sense of 
hope and aspiration.”□ 
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Shiva's 

1 GOLD & GEMS 


L.G. Smith Blvd. #95, Palm Beach Plaza Mall, Palm Beach, Aruba • Tel: (297) 586-2526 
E-mail: shivasaruba@setarnet.aw - www.shivasjewelers.com 


Fax: (297) 582-6791 
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CROSSING THE GLOBE IN TWO SECONDS. 



Grande Reverso Ultra Thin Duo. 

Jaeger-LeCoultre Calibre 854/1. 

Two dials driven by a single movement: for the very first time, the iconic 
Reverso reveals a second face within its ultra-thin case. It combines two 
back-to-back dials to offer its owner a fascinating journey through time. 
A refined blend of style and watchmaking performance stemming from 
180 years of expertise cultivated by the Inventors of the Vallee de Joux. 


JL 

Jaeger-leCoultre 

YOU DESERVE A REAL WATCH. 


S iva's 

GOLD & GEMS 

L.G. Smith Blvd. #94 - Royal Plaza Mall, Oranjestad, Aruba 
L.G. Smith Blvd. #95 - Palm Beach Plaza Mall, Palm Beach, Aruba 
Tel: (297) 583 4077 - Fax: (297) 582 6791 
shivasaruba@setarnet.aw - www.shivasjewelers.com 





